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Be Brave. Be Bold. Be Belvedere. 

Principal’s Newsletter 

17th December 2024 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

As we approach the end of a busy term, I would like to thank you all for your support and thank our 
pupils who throw themselves into life at Belvedere every day of the week. 
 

We have, again, had much to celebrate this half term. 
 

Pupils have been involved in many exciting trips and opportunities across our curriculum areas. IT and 
Computing led on the British Interactive Media Association (BIMA) competition and through PSHE 
there have been some fantastic guest speakers such as Paul Hannaford who delivered a highly 
impactful presentation.  
 

A Geography trip enabled all of Year 9 to descend upon Liverpool One to enhance their fieldwork skills. 
There have been several Combined Cadet Force and Duke of Edinburgh experiences and trips, a Sixth 
form Business trip to Alton Towers, a GDST LEAD event in Nottingham, a trip to the Climbing Hangar 
with our Foundation pupils, fundraising for the Borneo trip, and various careers workshops. 
 

Many of our students in Years 10-13 went to the National Apprenticeship Show and University 
festival at the Exhibition Centre in Liverpool. 
 

Lots of lucky primary school pupils have benefited from 
some of our Year 8 and 9 pupils teaching them French and 
Spanish and our pupils loved doing this too! Our Sixth 
Form linguists have enjoyed their French restaurant 
night! 
 

It was fantastic for some of our Year 9 scientists to be 
invited to London to compete in the “What on Earth?” 
quiz - they made us very proud.  
 

Some of our students enjoyed being involved in 
challenging debating competitions and the English-
Speaking Union’s public speaking competition.  
 

Our Eco team has been busy participating in the School’s 
Climate Assembly Project and suggesting ways we can 
make Belvedere more sustainable.  
 

Our HPQ and EPQ students have benefitted from sessions 
on academic writing, delivered by Leeds University. There 
is always so much going on!  
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The Maths and English departments came together for National Poetry Day in October, launching a 
competition for pupils to write a poem linked to The Fibonacci Sequence. The huge number of entries 
demonstrated our pupils' ability to be creative through a Mathematical lens! The three prize winners 
came from Years 9, 11, and 12 showing the high level of engagement across the entire school.  

During October half-term, 7 Mathematicians from Year 12 attended an afternoon Problem-Solving 
workshop at The University of Liverpool. This has led to 11 students now attending a thirteen-week 
Problem-Solving course, demonstrating both their passion for Maths and desire to excel. 
 

Also, The Citizens UK Listening Bus also paid us a visit as we work alongside them and local schools to 
improve local transport services - including the Number 60 bus! 
 

There have been countless sporting activities both in the academy with Interform Netball dominating 
the last two weeks, and out in the community as we took on a number of local schools in a large variety 
of sports. We have also participated in GDST sporting events including GDST Day of Dance at Pineapple 
Studios in London. 
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Over 200 pupils have participated in musical activities this half term either at Prize Giving or at the 
Winter Concert - the pupils’ involvement in activities, talent, hard work, and conviction are all hugely 
admirable. It was also wonderful to see Year 7 singing at Prize Giving - a real treat! 
 

Of course, last week saw our annual Drama Festival with all pupils in Year 8 and 9 participating in their 
form groups ably directed by Year 12. It was another brilliant year of fantastic performances. Drama 
Festival Day has been a constant in the Belvedere calendar for many years. As well as being huge fun, 
the experience enables our pupils to express themselves creatively, develop their teamwork skills, 
increase their resilience and discover and celebrate new talents as well as nurturing existing ones. Our 
Year 12 directors and creative teams build on leadership skills of all types as well as developing their 
patience and mediation skills! The Drama Festival culminates in a whole day of brilliant performances 
and a real celebration of what our pupils can achieve when working together, being courageous and 
supporting one another. 
 

Pupils in Year 10, 11, 12, and 13 are receiving grade cards this week (families will receive these in the 
post). For Years 10 and 12, the grade card reflects the pupil’s work on a significant amount of their 
course content. It is vital that all pupils in these years have tried their best, worked hard, asked for 
help where necessary, and feel secure in their learning. Pupils who are not making progress will be 
receiving support and having conversations about next steps in the new term.  
 

For Year 11 and 13 grade cards reflect mock performance as well as the term’s work. I really hope 
pupils in these year groups feel that they can have a good break over the holiday and come back 
refreshed and ready for the final push towards their exams in May. 
 

Thank you to all families who filled in the recent Parent/Carer Survey and to those parents who 
attended Parental Forum in November to discuss the results. We greatly appreciate the time and 
effort so many of you took to provide feedback, and I want to assure you that your voices have been 
heard. The results of the survey reinforce that we are on the right path here at Belvedere, and we will 
continue to work hard to maintain and build upon the positive aspects you all have highlighted about 
our wonderful school. However, we also accept that there is always room for improvement, we have 
taken note of these areas and have already started making some of the changes you have suggested. 
Mr Kane will write to you in the New Year to outline these changes. Thank you once again, your 
feedback has been invaluable to ensuring that we are providing the best possible education and 
experience for your child. 
 

I hope that you and your families have a wonderful break over the next few weeks and enjoy whatever 
celebrations December brings in your home. 
 

I wish all a very Happy New Year as we move into 2025. It is a privilege to work alongside you and your 
children and with our hugely talented and nurturing staff. 
 

A few reminders for 2025: 

● Term begins for everyone on Monday, 
6th January. 

● Please ensure your child has the 
correct uniform and is suitably 
equipped with a bag, pencil case, 
swipe card, and water bottle every 
day. 

● Don’t forget to remove acrylic nails 
and false eyelashes before returning to 
Belvedere! 
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● We aim for 100% attendance for everyone - holidays will not be authorised and fines will be 
imposed where appropriate. 

 

Upcoming dates for your diary: 
 

January 
• Monday, 13th January - Y11 Parents’ Evening, 4.00pm-6.30pm 
• Thursday, 16th January - The Belvedere Careers Festival, 2.00pm-5.30pm 
• Friday, 17th January - Sunday, 19th January - 

Paris Trip 
• Monday, 20th January - Y9 Options Assembly 
• Thursday, 23rd January - Y12 Sixth Form Open 

Evening - September 2025, 4.00pm-6.30pm 
• Thursday, 23rd January - Y12 Sixth Form 

Applications September 2025 open 
• Monday, 27th January - Friday, 14th February 

- Y7-Y9 & Y12 Assessment Window 1 
 

February 
• Monday, 3rd February - Y10 Parents’ Evening, 

4.00pm-6.30pm 
• Wednesday, 5th February - Y11 Grade Card 2 

issued 
• Friday, 7th February - Y12 Sixth Form 

September 2025 Application Deadline 
• Thursday, 13th February - Parental Forum, 

5.30pm-6.30pm 
• Thursday, 13th February - Spring Term Ends 
• Friday, 14th February - Staff INSET with BHSA 

 
 
 

Best wishes, 
 

 
J Taylor 
Principal 

 

 

 


