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Dear Parents and Carers,
| hope this newsletter finds you well.

As we approach half term, | thought | would share with you some of the highlights from the
year so far at Belvedere.

All:

e Welcoming 190 Year 7 pupils and 140 Year 12 pupils in September.

e Moving into our new building of 6 classrooms and enjoying the lovely outdoor space
that the new build has enabled.

e Shortlisted for the Attachment Research Centre Secondary School of the Year award.

e Sport and PE:

o Great success at the Northern GDST Schools rally at Sheffield High GDST:
Fitness came 1%t and 2"9, Volleyball came 2", Badminton came 2" and 3™,
Table Tennis came 4™ and Tennis came 6.

o Sports’ Leaders leading a city-wide KS1 Dodgeball Tournament.

Success at the Liverpool Schools Cross Country Round 1 with teams in all ages
groups representing Belvedere.

o New Dance Enrichment has been a success with other 50 pupils taking part.

o New Handball Enrichment set up and numbers are building.

o Representation at the LSSP Cheerleading event with Liverpool Jets.

¢ Macmillan Coffee Mornings - for staff and pupils.

e Assemblies and a series of
events (ongoing throughout
the vyear) to mark Black
History Month.

e The start of Drama Fest
2024!

¢ Peer Mentor training day and
the launch of the Peer
Mentor scheme for this year.

e A series of events to mark
National Mental Health Day.

¢ Informal concert.
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Year 7 and 8:

e Welcoming visiting author, Kiran Millwood Hargrave, to speak to Year 7.
e Readathon 2024 launch.
e European Day of Languages events and competitions.

Year 9 and above:

e Camps International Borneo trip 2026 launch.

o Duke of Edinburgh bronze, silver and gold launches.

e CCF trips to Southport Marine Lake.

o Geography fieldwork for Year 11 and Sixth Form.

e Year 11 and Sixth Form trip to Liverpool Playhouse.

e Spanish exchange with 20 students visiting from Vigo for 2 weeks.

e Business Studies trip to Alton Towers and GDST LEAD trip to UCL.

e Year 12 Induction Trip to Planet Ice.

e Sixth Form Guest Speakers: Liverpool Scholars, Pathways, Realising Opportunities,
Migrant Leaders, and the SMF Aspiring Professionals.

e Launch of Aspire Liverpool programme with Year 10 and Year 12.

o Elite Universities workshop from Magdalene College Cambridge with Year 10 - Year
12 Rising Stars.
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On the 5™ October, we welcomed over 700 prospective Year 7 pupils and their families to our
Assessment Morning. As always, it was a busy few hours on a Saturday morning but it was
lovely to meet so many families and young people. A huge thank you to our staff - all of whom
attend - and our Sixth Form for their support and well done to Mrs Collin and her team for
the amazing organisation.

We have also enjoyed the Year 7 Pastoral Afternoon and Curriculum Information Evenings
for all year groups from Year 8 to 13. Thank you to all who attended - we hope you found
them useful.

At these events, we shared headlines from our Summer 2024 results:

This Summer we achieved the best GCSE results for several years and were the second-best
school in the city (beaten only by Bluecoat!) based on our GCSE attainment outcomes.

We achieved a strong set of A Level results with a record number of pupils going off to their
first-choice university / apprenticeship opportunity. We also achieved our best ever set of Level
3 vocational results. Overall, the average Points Per Entry for our Sixth Form students was 35
(which equates to a B/C grade).
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A reminder that our priorities at Belvedere this year include:

-

+

Quality of education: focusing on ensuring high quality teaching which achieves the
best outcomes for all our pupils and that our curriculum meets the needs of all.
Attendance: and punctuality (to school and lessons). We are also looking at pupil
resilience and how this impacts in this area.

Reading: increasing the frequency of testing and intervention to improve reading
skills; we will also be publishing reading ages on Grade Cards.

Attitude to Learning: this includes a continued focus on being equipped and ready to
learn, building resilience, embedding The Foundation (Belvedere’s own internal
alternative provision) and the Liverpool City Council’s Early Help pilot, running projects
around respect and parental engagement and embedding additional Personal
Development sessions.

Thank you for your ongoing support so far this year. It is a privilege to work with your young
people and to work alongside such committed staff at Belvedere.

A date for your diary: Our Annual Prize Giving will be on Friday, 29" November at 1pm at
the Metropolitan Cathedral in Liverpool - the only venue big enough to accommodate us all.
All pupils will attend this event, and all families are invited. The size of the venue means
that any of you can come along and enjoy an afternoon of celebration, some amazing music
and reports from a number of pupils regarding some of the activities they enjoy at
Belvedere.

LUNCH ACCOUNTS

This is a gentle reminder for parents to check/top up their child's lunch account over half term. Parents
are able to set up an email reminder in Parent Pay to alert them when their child's lunch balance is low
so that they can top up in good time.

If they are unsure of the balance on their account, pupils are able to check it on the academy cash
loading machines at any time during the day, and if their account does not have enough funds to
purchase items from the dining areas, they should pop to the finance office to arrange a loan before
visiting the dining room.

Pupils have been made aware via assemblies that if they do not have enough funds in their account,
they will not be able to purchase food items until they have visited the finance office. There are signs
visible in the dining areas to remind pupils about this.

Parents whose children are eligible for Free School Meals should note that they are responsible for any
debt the pupil incurs if they spend more than their FSM allowance.

As the dining areas operate a cashless catering system, please remind your child to bring their swipe
card with them each day.
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A few reminders:

e Please check the term dates on the website - A daily check list to ensure yo

no holidays will be authorised. child is ready to learn. :
Do they have their bag with their:

e Please ensure your young person is wearing [P HEE

the correct uniform and has an equipped & Swipe card
& Planner

school b?g - details on t.he website. & Water Bbiils
e All pupils should arrive at Belvedere at & PE kit, if needed

8.30am at the latest to enable them to be in Wil e
K & Ready to arrive by 8.30am
their form room for an 8.35am start. & In academy uniform

& Ready for a good day of learnin

Best wishes,

o

J Taylor
Principal
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