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Be Brave. Be Bold. Be Belvedere. 

Principal’s Newsletter 

20th October 2023 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Welcome to our first half termly newsletter of 2023/24. 
 

We have had a busy term at Belvedere with so much going on. It has been wonderful to 
welcome our new Year 7 pupils and newcomers into Year 12 and to see them settle into life 
at the academy. The building is not always easy to navigate, however, they helped each other 
out and soon discovered where all their classes were as well as finding their way to 
enrichments, meetings, and assemblies. 
 

Our RISE programme has been a great success. Every week each form gets the opportunity to 
try out new types of physical activity along with their Form Tutor. These range from yoga, to 
dance, to skipping, to dodge ball, to kinball, and to boxing! The list is endless. The idea is to 
have fun and to play and everyone seems to be having a great time. 
 

Thank you for your support in getting your young person fully equipped and ready to learn. 
The number of pupils who still do not bring a bag to school is below 20 (not bad for a school 
with 1119 pupils) - those 20 will be hearing from me personally. It makes such a difference 
for the pupils to have all their belongings in one place and arrive at class ready and organised. 
Pupils are also enjoying their planners and feeling more on top of their class and homework. 
 

In terms of events this year so far, we have enjoyed a visit from actor, comedian and writer, 
Matt Lucas; as well as from Islamic Relief, influencer Chloe Combi, poet Levi Tafari; we have 
participated in a number of sporting events and begun preparing for Prizegiving, the Winter 
Concerts, and Drama Fest. Our GDST LEAD students have started their programme with a day 
at London School of Economics and our Senior Student Leaders have visited Benenden School 
in Kent for the ICOGS Student Conference. Our new Peer Mentors have been trained and 
started working across all year groups. CCF have been up and running and doing some training 
both at the academy and at Southport marine lake and the Geography department have been 
doing fieldwork, whilst Drama have had a theatre trip to The Lowry. Last week, Year 10 and 
11 were given the chance to meet 11 external providers of post 16 learning as they begin to 
think about life after GCSE - our Sixth Form Open Evening is in January 2025, but it is useful 
for pupils to see the alternatives in Liverpool too so that they make the right choice for 
themselves. 
 

We have also launched two exciting new initiatives. Belvedere’s Rising Stars aim to organise 
a range of events and activities open to all and designed to stretch our learning beyond what 
is taught in lessons. “Find Your Voice '' is a way of enabling and encouraging oracy across the  
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academy. You will begin to see pupils being rewarded for showing this constructively in 
lessons on Class Charts (if you have yet to download the Class Charts app, you will find 
instructions on how to do this on our website - Class Charts Parent App 

 

We have also had assemblies on Black History Month and this week on the ongoing crisis in 
the Middle East. We have raised money for the floods in Libya and the earthquake in Morocco 
and for Macmillan Cancer. We have also marked World Mental Health Day and the 
international Thank a Teacher day. We have had Curriculum Information evenings for all year 
groups as well as a very well attended Parental Forum. Finally, we have been awarded the 
Gold Arts Award - well done, everyone! 
 

Next term we will be into mock exam season for Year 11 and 13 - it’s a busy time so I hope 
our older pupils have a break this half term as well as getting down to some effective revision. 
We will also be working towards the Drama Festival and enjoying some wonderful whole 
academy events - so much to look forward to. 
 

I hope you enjoy our newsletter and don’t forget to follow us on Instagram for up-to-date 
news: 

★ Whole School Instagram - @belvedereacademy 

★ PE - @belvedereacademype  

★ Catering - @belvedereacademycatering   

★ Music - @belvedereacademymusic  
 
 

Best wishes, 

 
J Taylor 
Principal 
 

 

Drama news: 
This half term, we were delighted to take 90 GCSE and A Level Drama pupils to The Lowry, 
Salford to see the National Theatre production 'The Ocean at the End of the Lane' based on 
Neil Gaiman's novel. It was an incredible 
performance, and the pupils really 
enjoyed it. 
 

Drama Fest has begun!  Our Year 8 and 
9 drama classes have all auditioned and 
will be starting to work on their 
performances after half term.  We can't 
wait! 
 

 

 

https://www.belvedereacademy.net/Class-Charts/
https://www.instagram.com/belvedereacademy/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/belvedereacademype/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/belvedereacademycatering/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/belvedereacademymusic/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
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RISE  
An example of the new RISE program. 
Attached is a photo of form 12IB stepping up to the challenge of RISE. The class started with 
only one person attempting to skip, by the end, this is what we had (photo taken by student). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pupils and staff here at The Belvedere Academy are 
celebrating after receiving a prestigious Gold Artsmark 
Award. 
The Artsmark Award is the only creative 
quality standard for schools, accredited by 
Arts Council England. It supports schools to 
develop and celebrate arts and cultural 
education, putting creativity and wellbeing at 
the heart of the curriculum. Artsmark ensures 
every young person can be creative and access a diverse, high-quality cultural education. 
In order to achieve our Artsmark Award, we had to develop our arts and culture provision to 
embed a broad and ambitious curriculum. This was achieved by creating an overall plan that 
was committed to and delivered across the whole academy. 
We were supported by Curious Minds our local Bridge organisation in planning and 
developing our objectives. Curious Minds worked alongside us at various stages to support 
our Artsmark Award achievement. 
The Artsmark assessor commended us on many of our fantastic opportunities including our 
collaboration in organising a Culture Day. This was supported by a number of student 
volunteers, and it promoted and celebrated diverse cultures through music, dance, fashion 
and arts and crafts. 
Dr Darren Henley CBE, Chief Executive of the Arts Council, said: 
“I would like to congratulate The Belvedere Academy on their Gold Artsmark Award. Becoming 
an Artsmark school demonstrates that through offering a broad, ambitious, and creative 
curriculum, every pupil can develop character and resilience, increasing their knowledge, 
curiosity and skills that will remain with them through to adult life.” 
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Belvedere Rising Stars and ‘Discover your Voice’. 
This term has seen the launch of the exciting new Belvedere Rising Stars programme to 
students in Year 8-12. Due to the popularity of the Aspire Liverpool programme in recent 
years with small groups of pupils in Y10 and Y12, we have created this Enrichment offering 
which promotes high aspirations amongst all pupils by providing opportunities for them to 
engage in intellectually challenging activities. Following a series of assemblies focusing on 
aspirations, pupils in those year groups were all offered the opportunity to sign up for Rising 
Stars, and we are delighted to see so many signs up to attend the sessions which begin after 
the Half Term break. 
 

Our aim is for Belvedere’s Rising Stars to take part in a range of different activities, all of which 
are designed to help them become articulate, confident, and curious young people. Each half 
term has a clear focus, from Debate Mate to University Challenge and super-curricular 
material. Following the launch of Unifrog across the academy last academic year, we are now 
encouraging pupils to use the ‘Read/Watch/Listen’ tool via the platform, which provides them 
with access to a wealth of ‘super curricular’ content. Crucially, Rising Stars links to both our 
whole school curriculum intent that pupils 'know more, remember more and do more over 
time', and our ethos pillars of being ‘Brave, Bold and Belvedere’.  
 

Rising Stars also ties in with an academy-wide project on promoting oracy. The post-pandemic 
educational landscape has certainly seen oracy return to the agenda, with many educational 
professionals calling out for a reaffirming of oracy in our schools. Undoubtedly, the skill is 
imperative when it comes to young people’s development and ability to ‘sell themselves’ in a 
competitive modern world. ‘Discover your Voice’ is already becoming familiar to both staff 
and pupils alike, raising the profile of spoken language, and recognising it as being of equal 
importance to reading and writing. Like Rising Stars, celebrating a culture of oracy at 
Belvedere also links to our central pillar of Be: Bold. Upcoming events this school year will 
include Soap Box Week, Ignite Speeches, and Belvedere Oracy Exhibition (more updates to 
follow on this in future Newsletters). 
 

As these new initiatives take shape, we are looking forward to seeing how Belvedere Rising 
Stars and Discover your Voice engage pupils from all year groups in thinking about aspiring to 
specific educational routes and careers. We hope to see it have a positive impact on our young 
people across all aspects of their lives here at Belvedere and beyond.  
 

Peer Mentoring: Update 
After a very successful training day, we are pleased to 
introduce the new peer mentors joining our fantastic 
team. We received our highest number of applications 
this year and we would like to thank everyone who 
applied. The Peer Mentor Programme is very well 
established within the Academy, and we are fortunate 
enough to now have 50 pupils, from across Year 8 to 
Year 13 ready and eager to mentor and support 
younger students. The Peer Mentors can help with a 
variety of issues such as friendship problems, exam stress and other areas of school life. We 
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will be officially launching the Peer Mentor Programme for this year in assemblies in the 
coming weeks and pupils will then be able to request a mentor. We are very proud of the 
dedication of our Peer Mentors, and we look forward to continuing to support the well-being 
of students in our school community - Mrs Burke and Miss Jones - Peer Mentor Co-ordinators  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matt Lucas visit 
This week, our Year 7s and three local primary schools were lucky enough to meet Matt Lucas 
and attend the launch of his new book ‘The Boy Who Slept Through Christmas’. They heard a 
snippet from the book, asked Matt questions about what inspired him to become a writer 
and even sang a brand-new song that features in the book! Those who bought the book were 
lucky enough to receive a personal signed copy from Matt himself! 
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