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4th April 2025 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Welcome to our Spring Newsletter. As I write the sun is shining and it finally feels warmer. I am sure 
we are all hoping that this will continue into the holiday. 
 

Some great news to start with…. 
 

Last week we won the Youth Sports Trust’s Secondary School of the Year Award. A huge WELL DONE 
to Mrs. Reynolds and her team. 
 

We are delighted that this award recognises the innovative work our PE team have led at Belvedere 
specifically in introducing our RISE programme. RISE (which stands for: Repeaters, Inclusive teams, 
Stress Busters, and Energisers) is now in its second year. It is a programme that all pupils from Year 7 
to 13 follow weekly in addition to their PE curriculum lessons. Along with their form and form tutor, 
and supported by PE staff, they engage in a range of activities from badminton to bench ball, from 
Kinball, to skipping. It helps pupils and staff to remember that physical activity must be part of our 
everyday lives to protect our mental and physical wellbeing. It is also part of our attachment aware 
and trauma informed approach to everyday life at Belvedere helping us to build relationships within 
our community and reminding us of the power of play. All Belvedere staff join in and are a key part of 
the success of RISE; and our PE staff and our amazing pupils have helped to introduce it to a range of 
other schools across Liverpool. It is something we are hugely proud of. 
 

Other notable events to celebrate are: 
● A significant number of PE and Sports teams successes, including:  

● Y7 Netball team - semi-finalists in the City Netball Competition and came 6th in the 
School Games County finals.  

● Year 8 Netball team - 3rd place in the City Netball Competition.  
● Year 7 and 8 Indoor Athletics team - came 4th in the School Games County finals.  
● U13s and U15s teams represented Belvedere for the first time in the English Schools 

Handball Competition. U13s crowned Merseyside Champions.  
● Key stage 3 Badminton teams - came 3rd, 4th, and 6th in the LSSP competition held at 

Belvedere.  
● Key Stage 4 Badminton team - came 2nd and 4th in the LSSP competition held at 

Belvedere.  
● New Age Kurling Team - came 2nd and 3rd in the LSSP Competition.  
● SPRING RALLY - Belvedere had representative teams in Netball, Football, Badminton, 

and Squash. Netball - 3rd, Football - 2nd Badminton - 3rd.  
● Our Sports Leaders have been running sports events for primary school pupils; They have also 

completed their mental health first aid, emergency first aid and multi skills activators courses.  
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● Our Mentors in Violence Prevention programme mentors attended the Graduation Event at 
St George’s Hall; 

● CCF trips to the Watersports centre in Liverpool, 
● Science Week opportunities including Year 7 trip to Chester Zoo and Year 9 involvement in the 

Industrial Cadets scheme as well as Sixth Form trips to 
Liverpool University and LJMU; 

● Training from the English-Speaking Union to enable 
our Sixth Formers to deliver Oracy workshops to our 
younger pupils; 

● Oracy Week with a range of fantastic opportunities 
for all pupils and staff to get involved in; 

● Year 10 and Year 12 trips to Aspire Liverpool events 
to support them in applying to Oxford or Cambridge 
Universities; 

● Year 10 and Year 12 work experience week; 
● World Book Day - whole staff dress up day; 
● The continuation of our work enabling our Year 8 

pupils to help teach languages at St Michael’s Primary 
school; 

● A wonderful Culture Day celebration; 
● The staff, brilliantly supported by their Pupil Mentors, 

completed the Ramadan Challenge - we are looking 
forward to a celebration lunch in conjunction with the 
Arabic Centre when we return. 
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It goes without saying that our Year 11 and Year 13 pupils have been working very hard as they enter 
the final weeks before their exams. There have been additional mock exams as well as intervention 
and Additional Study led by our excellent subject teachers. We hope the pupils have a productive time 
over the holiday and ensure they get plenty of rest, exercise and fresh air as well. 
 

Thank you for your support during our Ofsted Inspection visit at the beginning of March. The 
inspection team were so impressed by the welcome they received from staff and pupils - it was a really 
positive two days at Belvedere. As soon as we receive the final report, I will, of course, forward it to 
you and to the pupils. 
 

Just a few reminders for the new term: 
 

Term begins on Tuesday 22nd April for all pupils and all staff.  
 

Punctuality - a reminder that all pupils should aim to arrive at Belvedere at 8.30am at the latest. This 
allows them time to arrive in registration for 8.35am. 
 

Uniform - please ensure your young person is wearing the correct uniform (information about this is 
on the website - The Belvedere Academy - Uniform. The blazer is a compulsory piece of uniform every 
day including when your young person has PE. Every pupil should also have a school bag that they 
bring into school every day and take home with them every night. As well as books and equipment 
required for the day, this should also contain a pencil case, a water bottle, their planner, and their 
swipe card. We will continue to do spot checks on uniform, jewellery, acrylic nails, and school bags 
after the holiday as well as ensuring all our pupils in Years 7 to 10 are handing their phones in. Thank 
you for your support in this. 
 

Best wishes for a lovely two week break from the school routine - I hope you find time to enjoy some 
time with family and friends. 

 

 
 

 
J Taylor 
Principal 
 
 

A reminder also that our next Staff Inset day is Friday 23rd May. This is a date change due to the 
Radio 1 Big Weekend event. External exams due to take place that day will obviously take place as 
planned at Belvedere. We will share further information re traffic restrictions nearer the time. 
 
You may find time over the break to encourage your young person to read.  Below is a list of ideas 
for reading this Spring: 
 
 

https://www.belvedereacademy.net/Uniform/
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Year 7       
Hedgewitch by Skye McKenna 
 

 
 

Year 8       
If You Read This by Kereen Getten 
 

 
 

Year 9       
Keep Your Friends Close by Cynthia Murphy 
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Year 10      
The Inheritance Games by Jennifer Lynn Barnes 
 

 
 
Year 11      
Eight Pieces of Silva by Patrice Lawrence 
 

 
 
Year 12 and 13      
Sunrise on the Reaping by Suzanne Collins 
 

 


