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Be Brave. Be Bold. Be Belvedere. 

Principal’s Newsletter 

9th February 2024 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Please join me in celebrating the following Belvedere successes this half term: 
 

● The Year 9 trip to Malaga - great photos, lovely weather, and an email from a member of the 
public who was on the pupils’ flight congratulating them on their fantastic behaviour. 

● The Year 10 Mentors Against Violence sessions for Year 7. 
● Year 11 presenting to 5000 primary school children as part of Children’s Mental Health Week. 
● Year 11 Business Studies trip to The Trafford Centre. 
● Winning the KS3 and KS4 LSSP badminton tournament (amazing!). 
● Attendance at GDST sports events including the Elite Athletes Day and swimming gala. 
● Success at the LSSP Boccia competition. 
● Year 7 and Year 8 (first place!) success at the LSSP Indoor Athletics competition. 
● Participation in the Liverpool University Ethics Cup and at the Liverpool Youth Parliament. 
● Year 11 English trip to see Macbeth. 
● Charity events for UNICEF and Breast Cancer Awareness. 
● Assemblies by NCS, Girls’ Network, Loudspeaker, about knife crime, cancer awareness and 

volunteering. 
● Events and learning for Apprenticeships Week. 
● Visit by Tony Schumacher, writer of “First Responder.” 
● Three offers of places at Oxford University and one at Cambridge University received by Year 

13 students. 
● Chinese New Year visit to Renshaw Street food market. 
● Visit to Belvedere by Lord Storey, member of the House of Lords. 
● Year 10 students participated in The Mond Trophy STEM competition. 

 

We are so proud of everyone who has got involved in 
these events and thank our wonderful staff for 
facilitating all these opportunities. 
 
Coming up next term: Amongst other events: Year 8 are 
off to Nice, celebrating World Book Day and celebrating 
Neurodiversity week, more brilliant sport, GDST Sing at 
The Royal College of Music London, Year 10 work 
experience, Year 12 Biology trip to Liverpool University, 
Y8 students participating in Faraday Challenge, Y8 STEM 
Day, Y9 Industrial Cadets team final project 
presentation, and Y7 Science Trip to Chester Zoo. 
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As well as all this, of course, Year 11 and Year 13 especially have been working really hard as their final 
exams approach and Years 7, 8 and 9 have had their first set of formal assessments. We have also 
enjoyed Year 9 Options Evening and Sixth Form Open Evening. 
 
A few reminders for after half term as we continue to work in partnership with yourselves to ensure 
success: 
 

● Uniform - as the weather warms up, do encourage your child to leave their coat at home. 
● Bags…. There are only a few pupils now who are still not bringing a bag to school. If your child 

is one of them, please get them equipped for after half term. It should have their swipe card, 
planner, pencil case, and water bottle in plus any books and folders required. 

● Punctuality - please ensure your child is at Belvedere by 8.30am at the latest for an 8.35am 
start. Punctuality is one of our priorities for March. 

● Please check your academy emails for the notices from Liverpool City Council re measles 
protection. 

 
As Monday, 26th February represents the midpoint of the academic year, we will be changing the 
timings of lunchtime for our Year 9 and Year 10 pupils from this date.  Year 10, who, since September, 
have enjoyed going ‘first’ for lunch from 12.05-12.35pm will now have period 4 12.05-1.05pm and 
then lunch 1.05-1.35pm.  Year 9 pupils will now get the opportunity to have their lunch from 12.05-
12.35pm and then period 4 will start for those pupils at 12.35pm.  We will use assembly and form time 
W/C 19/2/24 to inform both year groups of these changes. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish Sam Smith, our ICT Operations Manager, all the best in his new role at the 
Co-op Academy Bebington High School. We are welcoming Derek Harmston to take up this role across 
both ourselves and Birkenhead High School Academy, GDST. Mr Harmston joins us from the Dixons 
Academies. 
 
I do hope you have a good break over the half term - the days are getting longer, lighter, and warmer 
and the spring flowers are beginning to bloom - there is plenty to feel optimistic about. 
 
We look forward to welcoming all our pupils back on Monday, 19th February - at 8.30am at the latest! 
 
Best wishes, 

 
 

 
J Taylor 
Principal 
 
 
P.S. Year 11 - the deadline for applications to our Sixth Form is 
today, Friday, 9th February: The Belvedere Academy - 
Admissions Y12 

 

https://belvedereacademy.net/Admissions-Y12/
https://belvedereacademy.net/Admissions-Y12/

