
 
 

Homework Policy 
 
 

1. Rationale 
 
 1.1 Homework is regarded as an integral part of the learning process.  It should extend 

students’ educational experience and enhance performance. 
 
 

2. Aims 
 

▪ To consolidate learning  
▪ To practise independent study skills and develop perseverance and self-discipline 

▪ To encourage students to take responsibility for their own learning and research 

▪ To provide extension work 

 
 

3. Guidelines 
 
 3.1 All Curriculum/Subject Areas must ensure that their Homework Policy complies with the 

Academy policy on Assessment. 
 
 3.2 All teachers are expected to set and mark homework in accordance with the timetable 

below.  Curriculum Leaders are primarily responsible for ensuring this happens. 
 
 3.3 The library and its computers are available at break time, lunch time, and before and after 

school. 
 
 3.4 The following, are some examples of homework which may be set: 
 

▪ Setting essays, answering set questions and worksheets 

 
▪ Long-term projects, coursework or extended homework 

 
▪ Preparation for future lessons and/or “finding out” information 

 

▪ Maps, diagrams, art work, posters and model making 

 
▪ Decision-making and problem solving exercises 

 
▪ Fieldwork 

 
▪ Finishing off class work and revision work in preparation for tests or examinations 

 
▪ Reading fiction and non-fiction 

 
 3.5 Homework should be as relevant as possible. 
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 3.6 The recommended length of time which students spend upon an individual homework is 
detailed on the homework timetable below.  For the Sixth Form approximately 5 hours per 
week per subject is required. 

 
 3.7 Students are required to write down the content of, and deadline for, each homework 

assignment in their planners. 
 
 3.8 Clear deadlines should be given for returning homework and staff should record the 

homework set. 
 
 3.9 Where there are individual difficulties involved in collecting homework from students, the 

Curriculum/Subject Leader should be informed and appropriate action taken.   
 
 3.10 When marking homework both teachers and students should be clear about the criteria 

used and what the grade means.  A record of the grades, marks and attendance should be 
kept by staff. 

 
Homework - Expectations 
 
Years 7,8 and 9 (Key Stage 3) 
 
Each pupil should receive approximately the following amount of homework each week: 
 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

Maths  2 x 20 minutes 2 x 20 minutes 2 x 30 minutes 

English 2 x 20 minutes 2 x 20 minutes 2 x 30 minutes 

Science 2 x 20 minutes 2 x 20 minutes 3 x 20 minutes 

MFL 1 x 20 minutes (in each 
language) 

1 x 20 minutes  (in each 
language) 

1 x 30 minutes 

Geography, 
History, RS 

1 x 30 minutes per 
fortnight 

1 x 30 minutes per 
fortnight 

1 x 30 minutes per 
fortnight 

Other Practical 
Subjects 

May set some 
preparation work prior 

to a lesson 

May set some 
preparation work prior 

to a lesson 

May set some 
preparation work prior 

to a lesson 

 
The above means that, on average, each pupil in Years 7 and 8 should receive approximately 40-60 
minutes of homework to do each evening.  In Year 9, this increases to 60-90 minutes each evening. 
 
Please note that homework should not be set and then expected to be handed in the next day.  Also, 
at KS3, please refrain from setting homework tasks during holiday periods. 
 
Years 10 and 11 (Key Stage 4) 
 
 

Year 10 Year 11 

Maths  2 x 30 minutes 2 x 30 minutes 

English 2 x 30 minutes 2 x 30 minutes 
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Science 2 x 30 minutes 2 x 30 minutes 

MFL 1 x 30 minutes  1 x 30 minutes  

Option Subjects 1 x 30 minutes 1 x 30 minutes  

 
The above means that, on average, each pupil in Years 10 and 11 should receive approximately 60-
90 minutes of homework to do each evening.   

 
Years 12 and 13 (Sixth Form) 
 
In Sixth Form, we would expect each pupil to undertake an additional 1 hour’s worth of work (this 
includes homework plus independent study) every day in each of their subjects outside of their 
timetabled lessons.  This equates to approximately 3 hours of additional study each day.  Please bear 
in mind that pupils have at least 2 hours during the school day when they have a ‘free’ period. 
 
 

4. Review 
 

4.1 This policy will be reviewed when there are changes in the law, or in accordance with the 
schedule drawn up by the Principal and agreed by the LGB. 
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