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May 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

Please find attached our Ofsted report. The report was published on Friday 9th May following the
Ofsted team’s inspection on Tuesday 3rd and Wednesday 4th March. As well as being on site for
two days, the inspection team met with a significant number of pupils from all year groups and
considered information from the parent/carer, pupil and staff surveys.

We are delighted with the two outstanding judgements, one for Behaviour and Attitudes and one
for Personal Development.

Hearing that our pupils “proudly aspire” to “Be Brave, Be Bold, Be Belvedere,” and that they “can
be themselves,” and “talk with enthusiasm about their celebration of the diverse range of
cultures,” at Belvedere; as well as being “curious, confident and highly aspirational for their
own futures when they leave school,” is testament to all of the hard work that goes on at the
academy by both staff and pupils every day.

Added to that, the fact that the Ofsted team saw and heard “kindness and respect” amongst
our school community, as well as a “lively and purposeful atmosphere in lessons,” aligns itself
to the vision that we are working on to achieve at Belvedere.

There are so many other phrases in the report that | could choose to comment on, many of which
reflect a culture created by the high level of commitment that our staff show every day and the
highly effective relationships that they build with our pupils as well as the impactful partnership
that we have with our Trust GDST, our Governors and, of course, yourselves.

You may know that the framework against which we were judged by Ofsted was introduced in
September 2019 and is different to the one that was in existence when Belvedere was last
inspected in January 2015.

The reason why this report has taken so long to be published is because we questioned some of
the phrases used by Ofsted in their draft report around curriculum; as well as the “good”
judgements. Just like our pupils, we are also highly ambitious!

Clarification from Ofsted in a subsequent letter identified that whilst our “clear and ambitious
vision,” for the curriculum was in place, this is yet to show itself through Ofsted’s definition of
“impact” within a small number of subject areas. Ofsted largely judge “impact” by published
GCSE, A level and vocational subject grades. This opinion then guides the grading of Quality of
Education, Sixth Form and Leadership and Management. It must be noted that our academic
outcomes are second in the city (based on 2024 data), even though in a small number of subjects
progress rates are not consistently at an “outstanding” level.

Work in these areas continues and is central to our Academy Improvement Plan. Indeed, the
work undertaken regarding our new approach to curriculum and assessment at Key Stage 3,
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referenced as best practice by Ofsted, has now been shared with many other schools across
Liverpool. We will, of course, keep working to ensure every child, whatever their lived experience
or needs, achieves as well as every other pupil at Belvedere.

The highly positive comments regarding pupils with SEND being able to “access the same
ambitious curriculum as their peers” and a recognition that Belvedere “prioritises and
promotes reading” are central to that plan and reflect that the work we have done since
September 2019 is having real impact.

Thank you for your support during the inspection and for all that you do as valued members of our
school community. We are immensely grateful for the continued contributions from our families
and our exceptional pupils, whose daily commitment, character, and energy help shape the
positive culture we are so proud to nurture at Belvedere. Together, we are building something
truly special, and your support plays a vital role in bringing our shared vision to life at Belvedere

The future is bright - just as it has been for the last 125 years; and as our pupils are “ambitious
for their futures” it remains bright for everyone who is lucky enough to come into contact with a
young woman who has been educated at The Belvedere Academy.

Best wishes,

Julie Tayor
Principal



