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The plan for the evening

4 x 6/7 minute presentation slots from each of our 6 curriculum leaders
5.20 - 5.30pm

5.30 - 5.40pm

5.40 - 5.50pm

5.50 - 6pm

6 - 6.15pm - opportunity for you to ask questions of other CLs that you have not
had chance to visit
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Belvedere Outcomes - Summer 2025

- Excellent GCSE results with improvements in English and Maths

- Attainment 8 score of 54 (average grade between a grade 5 and grade 6) /
80% of all pupils attained 9-4 in Eng and Maths

- 3rd best school in the city based on GCSE attainment outcomes

- Strongest ever set of A Level and L3 vocational results (Average grade B-)

- First in city on progress rate (value added)

- 82% of all grades at A*- C (up from 71% in 2024)

- Record number of pupils went off to their first choice university /
apprenticeship opportunity

- Record number of Y12 applications
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BELVEDERE SIXTH FORM OVERALL ENTRY REQUIREMENT

STRIVE
PATHWAY

62 points from your best
8 GCSE subjects

SPECIALIST
PATHWAY

52 points from your best
8 GCSE subjects

INSPIRE
PATHWAY

42 points from your best
8 GCSE subjects

DISCOVER
PATHWAY

32 points from your best
8 GCSE subjects

Combination of A Level

or Vocational subjects
2 BTECs and 1 A Level or 3 BTECS

3 A Level Subjects Combination of A Level

and Vocational subjects
3 Alevelsor2A Levelsand 1 BTEC

3 A Level subjects + EPQ
or 4 A Level Subjects

Focus on post 18 courses
with specific subject
requirements - any mix of
subjects

Suitable for those who wish to study

competitive courses at prestigious Higher
Education institutions or apprenficeship.

Any mix of subjects Any mix of subjects

Any mix of subjects

Suitable for those who wish to study
at Oxford, Cambridge or other

competifive and prestigious Higher
Education institutions.

Suitable for those who wish fo go to
go on to university, Conservatoire,
Art college or apprenticeships.

Suitable for those who wish to go to
go on fo university, Degree
apprenticeship or straight into
employment.
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BELVEDERE SIXTH FORM SUBJECT ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

32 points in your best 8 gcse subiects

6 or above in gese art, graphics,
textiles or other creative arts subiects

6 or above in gese biology or
66 combined science: trilogy

32 points in your best 8 gcse subjects

6 or above in gcse chemisiry or
66 in combined science: rilogy

6 or above in gese drama or english literaiure
5 or above in gcse maths and english

6 or above in gese english language

6 or above in gese english literature

6 or above in gese french

7 or above in gese mathematics

6 or above in gese geography

5 in gese english literature or english language

Applied Human Biology
Art and Design
Biology

Business Studies
Chemistry

Drama and Theatre
Economics

English Language
English Literature
French

Further Mathematics
Geography

Government and Politics

Health and Social Care
History

Information Technology
Mathematics

Media Studies

Music

Philosophy and Ethics
Physics

Psychology

Sociology

Spanish

Sport
Textiles

Extended Project (EPQ)

32 points in your best 8 gcse subiects
5 in gcse english literature or english language
32 points in your best 8 gcse subjects

6 or above in gcse mathematics

5 in gcse english literarture or english language

6 or above in gcse music

6 in gese religious studies (or equivalent subiect
e.g. history, english literature, sociology)

6 or above in gcse physics or
66 in combined science: irilogy

5 or above in mathematics
and any science subiect

5 or above in english
6 or above in gecse spanish

32 points in your best 8 gcse subiects

6 or above in gese art, graphics,
texiiles or other creative aris subiects



Important points to note

Period 6 Tuesdays (every Tuesday until November 18th)
Grade Card 1 (Friday 17th October)

Mock Examinations (Thurs 20th - Wed 26th November)
Parents’ Evening (Monday 12th January 2026)

Sixth Form Open Evening (Thurs 29th January 2026)
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How to revise effectively

Year 11 Curriculum Information Evening
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Supporting revision

- Turn distractions into rewards. “you can have 30 minutes of your phone for 1
hour of revision”

- There is a real risk of ‘burn out’ during exam periods. Short chunks of revision
followed by relaxation are far more effective than long stints

- Find a quiet space in your home free from distractions

- Making sure your phone is on the 'do not disturb mode' for 30min slots or
taking your phone off them for 30min slots.

- Different revision methods work for different pupils and for memorising
different topics - there is not one set way of revising that works for everyone

Be Brave
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The bottleneck in your head

Work'ng
'n -
\ N
Long-term memory
Effectively limitless New Learning
'n - cot st.an 2d

Too many items to
process leads to
cognitive overload and
learning stops



A simple model of memory

Attention

Working Memory
Thinking

/&membering | 1 Learning

Long Term Memory
Knowledge

Forgotten
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Ebbinghaus’ Forgetting Curve

(How much of something do we forget each day?)

+ very quick loss

20 min (68% left)

z

1 hour (44% left) ...already halfway gone!

1 day (33% left)

/ 6 days (25% left) \

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6

Senseandsensation .COoOm



Typical Forgetting Curve for Newly Learned Information
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Ways to revise at a glance
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Post it notes Record yourself and playback
Mind maps or flash cards
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The Revision Pyramid

Bottom Layer (start) -
techniques to learn the
component knowledge (the

Revision Pyramid

‘stuff’)
Middle Layer - techniques to
prepare for questions and to 9 Middfé forec

consolidate the ‘stuff’ Consolidate and prepare

Top Layer - practising exam
questions

1. Bottom layer: Learn the facts

And then start at the bottom
again - this is a cyclical
process




The Revision Pyramid - techniques

2/3 weeks 1/2 weeks 1/2 weeks

Top Layer

Practising exam papers,
timed exam practice,
analysing mark schemes
and/or examination reports




Revision Strategies

All of our brains are different and work differently.
The way you learn best may differ from the way your
friends do. This is normal.

Because of this, it's vital that we experiment with
different revision strategies to work out what works
for us as individuals (metacognition)

The Belvedere
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Making flash cards

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duHSfvNQpYO0

Collins

Collins Cellins
Fdexcel GCSE 91 | 220l | 404 G(SE 9- » | AQAGCSE 9-1
Maths Higher | Maks | Combine ses | Geography

Revision Cards | e | Scence Tnlogy 5, % | Revision Cards
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Anki Universal App - free
flashcards



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duHSfvNQpY0

mnemonics

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=po8eYfqgKVM
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=po8eYfqqKVM

mindmaps

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Y1HJMugAPY
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Y1HJMuqAPY

Planning for exam questions

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=heVFw2FrqgcU

WRITTEN REVISION QUESTIONS

Create new question

REQUIRED: Provide your answers in the boxes provided.

You may type a maximum of about 50 words or exactly 350 characters (including spaces).

REVISION QUESTION A.

When do you use average amounts in finandal ratio calculations?

REVISION QUESTION B.

Your dentist has decided to use process costing for the month of
August, Should you reschedule your 30 August appointment?
Discuss.

REVISION QUESTION C.

Give two examples of an internal control procedure that could be
implemented to strengthen internal control over cash.

Please note that the character counters do not

. update until you press ENTER.
350 characters remaining.

350 characters remaining.

350 characters remaining.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=heVFw2Frg6U

Seneca learning app https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74z-TfF9v90

250,000 Students
Learning 2x Faster



https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74z-TfF9v90

Making a revision timetable

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PzcVV4aOB8bE
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PzcV4aOB8bE

Rest of tonight - the plan

4 x 6/7 minute presentation slots from each of our 6 curriculum leaders
5.20 - 5.30pm

5.30 - 5.40pm

5.40 - 5.50pm

5.50 - 6pm

6 - 6.15pm - opportunity for you to ask questions of other CLs that you have not
had chance to visit
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Where to go now!

Miss Wilson: CL of Maths / Business / IT G137 (ground floor)
Mrs Everett: CL of Science G138 (ground floor)

Miss Brooks: ACL of English / Media F91 (first floor)

Ms Cavanagh: CL of History, Geography, Sociology, Health, RS
F90 (first floor)

Mrs Thiery: ACL of MFL F84 (first floor)

Mrs Calderbank: CL of Textiles, Art, Music, PE, Drama,
Hospitality and Catering F89 (First floor)



English Language and Literature



Year 11 Parent Information
Evening

Miss Brooks and Mr Beville



WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE]

English Language focuses on
the study of language itself.

You study how writers use
language to create their ideas.
You also study how you can use
language in your own writing to
create different effects.

English Literature focuses on
the study of key texts.

In English Literature you study a
range of novels, drama and
poetry and you analyse what
messages writers are trying to get
across through their characters,
themes and plots.




We study all of this in
Year 10 and revise in Year

GCSE English Language Overview 11

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative

Reading and Writing

Section A: Reading

1 unseen fiction extract

4 questions

40 marks

Section B: Writing

1 image and 1 one statement or
title.

Descriptive or narrative writing.
40 marks

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and

Perspectives

Section A: Reading

2 unseen non-fiction extracts, one of
which is 19th Century

4 questions

40 marks

Section B: Writing

Students are given a statement and
have to write to argue/ persuade/
explain/ advise in the form of a
letter/article/speech/essay.

40 marks



GCSE Language update: They have changed
the phrasing on some of the questions to
make them more straightforward for students.
We will be revising Language in HT 4 (After
February half term)



GCSE English Literature Overview

Y10, Y11

Paper 1: Shakespeare and 19th

Centu

64 marks

One Macbeth question based on a
character or theme

Extract from the text

Students have to discuss the
extract and the play as a whole.

30 marks and 4 marks for SPaG

One A Christmas Carol question
Same as above.
30 marks.

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry (96)

Section A: An Inspector Calls
Choice of two questions based on a
character/theme

30 marks and 4 marks for SPaG

Section B: Poetry Anthology:
Power and Conflict (15 poems)
One blank copy of one of the poems,
students have to compare the given
poem to a different poem from the
anthology.

30 marks

Section C: Unseen poetry

Part 1: Students are given one
unseen poem to analyse. 24 marks.
Part 2: A second unseen poem that
students have to compare to the first.
8 marks.



Common barriers

Students losing copies of the text

A lot of content to follow - absence can affect attainment

Students hyper-focus on what they do know rather than what they need to know.
Vocabulary (Literature and Language)

Having an opinion for Language Paper 2 Section B (Non-fiction writing)

Having ideas for Language Paper 1 Section B (Creative writing)

Listening to ‘influencers’ and their predictions - AQA have warned against this in
their examiners report:

Examiners are increasingly concerned about the use of social media and its
influence on students’ answers. This is often evident in pre-prepared paragraphs
being shoehorned into an essay, regardless of what the question is asking.
Students are encouraged to be discerning in what information they use from social
media, especially when it is used in place of developing their own independent
thinking or opinions.




Supporting Revision

All brains work differently and revising can be
frustrating as a resullt.

Because of this, it's vital that we experiment with
different revision strategies to work out what works
for us as individuals - in English we will support this

through both homework and revision guidance.

The Belvedere
Academy
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Different types of content require different
revision strategies. Understanding the purpose
behind different techniques is key to student
revision being meaningful.

Some strategies are best utilised to commit
small pieces of information (facts, quotes,
themes) to memory. Others are more useful as
a way to identify gaps in knowledge.




The Revision Pyramid - techniques

2/3 weeks 1/2 weeks 1/2 weeks

Top Layer

Practising exam papers,
timed exam practice,
analysing mark schemes
and/or examination reports




Use in English

Week One Week Two Week Three Week Four Week Five Week Six
Create 5 Create 5 flashcards | Create 5 Create 5 Create 5 Create 5
flashcards to to assist your flashcards to flashcards to | flashcards to flashcards to assist
assist your memorisation of assist your assist your assist your your understanding
memorisation of | the plot of understanding understanding | understanding | of the themes of
the context of Macbeth. of tragic of Macbeth as | of Lady the play.
Macbeth. conventions. a character. Macbeth as a

Side A: Write a character. Side A: For each
Side A: Write a brief summary of a | Side A: Write a | Side A: Write card, write one of
word plot point in trope or a quote either | Side A: Write a | the key themes of
summarising a Macbeth. convention of from or about | quote either the play (ambition,
factor (E.g. tragedy. Macbeth from or about fate, the
‘Supernatural’) Side B: Write himself. Lady Macbeth | supernatural)

numbers on each Side B: Write herself.
Side B: Write flashcard, two sentences Side B: Write Side B: Write two
three sentences | indicating when explaining what | 3 short bullet | Side B: Write 3 | quotes that fit this
explaining the these events take | this trope or points short bullet theme.
relevance of this | place in the play. convention is analysing points
factor to the play. and another what this tells | analysing what

linking it to us about this tells us
Macbheth. Macbeth. about Lady

Macbheth.




Sclence

Mrs Jane Everett: Curriculum Leader/ Subject Leader of Chemistry
Miss Lindsey Jones: Assistant Curriculum Leader / Subject Leader of Biology
Mr Sam Martin: Subject Leader of Physics



Success in Science at GCSE Level

® Knowledge

® Application of knowledge in novel situations or everyday/real life situations
® Maths skills

® Practical skills and knowledge

® Literacy skills (reading and writing)



Knowledge retrieval

® Flash cards (Carousel Learning)
® | ook, cover, write, check

® Chunking of information

® Memory aids, mnemonics, making effective use of the Periodic Table and
the Physics data sheet

® Knowledge organisers and revision guides



Effective use of past paper questions

® Builds knowledge

® Builds literacy skills

® Builds maths skills

® Increases familiarity with command words

® Practises applying knowledge in novel situations



MFL - Tips for SUCCESS



FRENCH/SPANISH GCSE OVERVIEW: AQAE

25% Speaking (done with class teacher)
25% Listening

25% Reading

25% Writing

Foundation or Higher tier - must be same for all 4 papers
Decisions will be made early next year regarding tiers



HiEIEn
IMPORTANT DATES! 9000
-  MFL GCSE speaking exams: \D OO

Mocks: to take place after the Christmas break
Real speaking exams will be late April/early May (TBC)

- The exams consist of a role-play, a photo card and a reading aloud task followed by a
general conversation. Students have 15 mins before the exam to prepare the role-play and
photo card, and the general conversation questions are written by the class teacher and
have already been shared with students!!

THE SPEAKING EXAMS ARE A COMPULSORY ASPECT OF THE GCSE WORTH 25% OF
THE OVERALL GRADE, SO THEY CANNOT BE MISSED OR REARRANGED!

- MFL enrichment sessions after school:
Spanish = Wednesday with MPO, French = Wed + Thurs with CTY
(MFL enrichment loyalty cards!)



HOW TO REVISE FOR FRENCH/SPANISH:

THE KEY TO SUCCESS IS LITTLE AND OFTEN!

Weekly vocab tests: every Friday with the class teacher on a list of 20 high-frequency words

“Old school” methods: mind-maps, post-its around the mirror/house, the tried and tested look/say/write/cover/check
method

Being tested on vocab lists: get involved please! (Don’t worry about pronunciation!)

Online resources: flashcards on Quizlet, activities on Memrise, BBC Bitesize to practise all skills, Active Hub for online
textbooks activities practising all skills

General conversation questions: your child needs to write out and learn off by heart the answers that their class
teacher is setting and giving feedback on via Google Classroom - these will also help them prepare for the writing exam
(another 25% of their grade!)

Past papers: available on AQA website and also Google Drive/Classroom... but leave these until closer to the real
exams to avoid overloading or disheartening students!



AQAZ
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Revision support in school

Review class notes

Revision guides/flashcards

Knowledge organisers/mindmaps

Past paper questions (timed)

Mark schemes

Exemplar answers

Ask for help - before it’s too late!

HSPS - Tips for success



THE ARTS
(Creative & Performing)

Curriculum Leader- Mrs Calderbank
Assistant Curriculum Leader-
Mrs Rimmer

Subjects:

Art (Eduqgas)
Drama (AQA)
Food (Edugas)
Music (Edugas)
PE (AQA)
Textiles (Edugas)



EDUQAS: GCSE ART/ TEXTILES

Key Dates and reminders.

Deadlines & Hand in Dates for 60% coursework:
5 hour Textiles Exam: 5th December 2025 (feedback to be given after exam)
5 hour Art Exam: 4th December 2025 (feedback to be given after exam)

60% coursework sketchbook Deadline: Thursday 27th November 2025
40% Exam Start Date: Monday 5th January- Deadline & 10hr Exam April 2025
Fabrics & Components:

Pupils will be expected to buy any media,fabrics and components for their
final products, in good enough tfime before any exams start.



GCSE ART & TEXTILES SUPPORT

e All pupils have a wealth of resources on Google
Classroom and a GCSE guide book.

e The Guide books can also be found on Google
Classroom.

e Homework- all pupils should be completing approx.

1hr of homework a week.

Art/Textile Enrichments:

e Mon- Thurs 7.30am -8.30am (G1/G3)- highly

beneficial to attend at least one of these per week.

e Wed- Thurs 3.10pm-4pm (F28/G3)- highly beneficial
to attend at least one of these per week.

Welcome to...

Art GCSE
24-25

LT

GCSE TEXTILES

HOW TO ACHIEVE YOUR: % c‘r.':}w
oyt

BEST!




EDUQAS: Music

Coursework deadline (internal) - 28th March: Composition x2, Performance x2

Solo performances to be recorded on Friday 17th Oct; ensemble performances to be recorded in March (date
TBC)

Year 10 composition complete (but can be revisited later for improvements); Year 11 composition recently
started and needs to be finished by 28th March.

Revision materials on Google Classroom, including knowledge organisers for both set works, past
papers/practice questions and detailed powerpoints. Pupils MUST listen regularly to both set works and are
advised to do so with their scores. Listening and appraising intervention every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday after school.

Pupils MUST complete all listening homework tasks and musical dictation exercises set via Google Classroom.
This is like practising a language and must be done regularly for improvements to be made.

Pupils MUST revise musical elements and specialist vocabulary using the knowledge organisers on Google
Classroom. Pupils must be able to fluently call upon vocabulary in the exam.



Our current focus is unit 2: 60% coursework tasks.
The breakdown:

A 1.1 Understanding

the importance of
nutrition.

1.2 How cooking
methods can impact
nutritional value.

2.1 Factors affecting
menu planning.

2.2 How to plan
production.

Qualification

Coursework

Exam

3.1 How to prepare
and make dishes.
3.2 Presentation
techniques.

3.3 Food safety
practices.

4.1 Reviewing of
dishes.

4.2 Reviewing own
performance.

New revision notes will be posted on Google
Classroom.

Key Dates: Start NEA coursework after October
half term.

% Cooking Exam: February 2026

% Unit 2 Deadline: March 2026

% Unit 1 Exam: June 2026




GCSE PE - AQA Syllabus

Paper 1 - (78 Marks) Sat in the summer. Usually one of
the first GCSEs so start revision early.

Paper 2 - (78 Marks) to be sat later in the summer.
Coursework Deadline - February half term.

Video Evidence Deadline - Christmas Break.
Moderation Day - Practice - **Before Easter.
Moderation Day - Real thing - **Just After Easter.

** may change as set by the exam board.



Video Evidence

Students who need video evidence.
Gymnasts - Skills and Routines
Dancers - Skills and Performances
Horse Riders - Skills and Competitions
Handball Players - Skills and Matches
Football Players - Matches

Swimmers - Skills and Competitions
Tennis Players - Skills and Matches
Trampolinists - Competitions

Climbers - Skills and Competitions
Cricket Players - Skills and Matches
Volleyball Players - Skills and Matches



Video Evidence - what to video

Where to find information
On the AQA GCSE PE website : go onto google and type “AQA GCSE PE” followed by the sport you wish to search for e.g. Swimming.
You will then see part 1 Skills 10 marks and part 2 Full context 15 marks and the related criteria candidates will be assessed on.

For part 1 all skills should be shown multiple times (not just once) from different camera angles if possible.

Skills should get progressively harder.

For part 2 skills should be shown in a fully competitive game/performance against suitably challenging opponents. Students
don’t have to “win”. It is extremely important that this is in line with NGB guidance eg Football must be 11 a side, not 5 a side or
futsal and must have officials.

All videos should

Clearly show the candidate

Have the candidate introduce themselves; name candidate number and school.

State what the video evidence is showing

Show progressive drills for each item on the mark scheme (part 1)

Show a full competitive game/event with officials. (part2)

Detail any scores

Students must also include a written commentary / timeline to highlight on the video where skills are shown.

All videos should be loaded onto a pen drive or made accessible online.
Each video should be labelled with the skill it shows from the specification.
Guidance will be give for each individual sport to the candidates to give to coaches.



Academic PE Support Available

Keep Up Club each Tuesday 3:10-4pm in fitness suit.
Revision books - contain exam style questions and mark schemes.

Ever Learner - is the online account with videos, practice assessments and checkpoints. Use this
regularly.

Exampro - Contains all past questions, mark scheme and examiners reports.
Enrichment in school - Netball, badminton, handball, dance.
Outside of school - pupils should be playing regularly in the 3 sports they wish to be assessed in.

Coursework - Started before Summer. Section A to be completed before Christmas and Section
B to be finish before Feb half term.



Year 11 GCSE AQA Drama Key Information

e Year 10 coursework first drafts should be complete. Final deadline: 13th
October 2025

e Currently preparing for mock exam which will be on the set text Blood
Brothers. Homework and revision should focus on this. Pupils will be
provided with a variety of resources including knowledge organisers, revision
booklets and vocabulary sheets.

e Once the mock is complete, pupils will choose their script for the Component
3 practical performance for a visiting examiner (date TBC but usually just
before Easter holidays). Aim should be to learn lines ready for January return
to school.

e Pupils will be able to stay after school to gain additional support with both
practical and written components leading up to the exams.

e From January-April pupils will divide their study between their practical exam
preparation and written exam preparation which includes the set text Blood
Brothers and Wonderboy.




Drama support

e 1-1’s available with class teachers

e Range of revision materials including a Blood Brothers booklet, Knowledge
Organisers, Vocabulary mats and digital resources in Google Classroom

e Cloud 9- revision club 1 morning a week after October half term

e Google Classroom- lesson resources are posted here along with additional

materials



GCSE MATHS

HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD



Resilience

® Mistakes are part of the learning process
® Don't give up and decide it is too hard
® Failure is to not try

® Develop strategies to overcome difficulties



Independent Learning Task

® What is it?
Flipped learning and assessment
® Why do it?
To prove to pupils they can learn on their own

® How will it work in practice?

They will be given a topic to ‘learn’, with a list of suggested sources of
information and will then be assessed on their understanding



Revision

® Revision in the traditional sense - learning/memorising of facts

@® |t is important but should not be forming the majority of the exam
preparation



Revision Materials

Knowledge Organiser — CGP
Will be available to purchase on ParentPay in the coming weeks.



Practice

® This is the main focus for preparing for the Maths GCSE
® This involves doing questions
® Don’t use a mark scheme for prompting

® Don’t check answers after every single question



Resources

Maths Calendar
GoogleClassroom
Dr Frost

Corbett Maths
Maths Genie

18t Class Maths



https://www.drfrost.org/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.php
https://www.1stclassmaths.com/edexcelrevision

