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During P4 you will get an opportunity to hear more
about Business, Child Development, Health and
Social, Media, and Sociology. These subjects are new
to you in KS4 so this is an opportunity to find out
more information about them.

New Subject Carousel

OPTION PROCESS
This booklet has been prepared to guide you through the option
process. It contains the key dates, information about the compulsory
and optional subjects, and information about the different types of
qualifications.

You should read it carefully and then ask your Form Teacher, Head of
Year, Subject Teachers and Subject/Curriculum Leaders for guidance as
required.

Wednesday
21 January

Key Dates

Thursday 
22 January

Friday 
23 January

Monday
26 January

Friday 
6 February

Options Assembly
Miss Wilson will explain how the options process
works. The Options Booklet will be on the school
website by the end of the day and a copy will also be
placed on your Form’s Google Classroom.

Options Evening
Y9 pupils and parents/carers are invited into the
Academy to talk to staff about the subjects that are
on offer in Y10/11. This will run as a ‘marketplace’
event rather than a formal presentation.

You will be emailed the link for the Options Form.
Options Online

Deadline for completion of the Options Form.



QUALIFICATIONS
We offer both academic and vocational subjects at Key Stage 4 across
a variety of subjects. When making your option choices you should
consider the types of qualifications you are taking in addition to the
subjects themselves. Also, take time to look at how you are going to be
assessed in each subject - some subjects are primarily assessed via
written examinations whilst others have much more controlled
assessment.
GCSEs and vocational qualifications are equally valuable and will be
seen as such by Sixth Forms and potential employers.

Qualification Types

ACADEMIC VOCATIONAL

These are the qualifications you
hear about most often. They have
a traditional approach to
assessment; examinations set and
marked by exam boards at the
end of the course. There may also
be an element of Controlled
Assessment, especially in the
more practical subjects.

GCSEs

GCSEs are quite content heavy
and you will need to be able to
recall and apply your knowledge
and skills.

These are vocational qualifications
equivalent to a GCSE. They offer
more coursework than traditional
GCSEs.

These are vocational qualifications
equivalent to a GCSE. They offer
more coursework than traditional
GCSEs.

Cambridge Nationals

They provide a good foundation
for other vocational qualifications
or A Levels in the future.

Technical Awards

The work is often linked to real
world scenarios.



COMPULSORY SUBJECTS
There are a number of subjects that you all have to study. These are:

• English Language
• English Literature
• Maths
• Science
• Citizenship

You can choose to study three separate sciences leading to three GCSEs
(GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry, GCSE Physics) or you can choose to
study Trilogy Science. Trilogy Science leads to two GCSEs in Combined
Science: Trilogy.
Please note:
You are able to study science A Levels regardless of which route you
choose for GCSE.
If you chose to study separate sciences then there is clearly more
content. This option therefore takes up more teaching time and so you
will have one less subject to choose when making your options.

SCIENCE PATHWAY

ACADEMIC BREADTH
There are a group of subjects that help you to keep your options open
for future study and careers. As part of the options process you must
study at least one of these subjects. They are:
• Computer Science
• French
• Geography
• History
• Spanish



OPTIONAL SUBJECTS

Art, Craft and Design
Child Development
Computer Science
Drama
Enterprise (Business) 
French
Geography
History
Health and Social Care

Hospitality and Catering 
Information Technology
Media Studies
Music
Physical Education
Philosophy, Ethics & Religion
Sociology
Spanish
Textiles

KEY DECISIONS?
There are two questions you need to ask yourself before picking your
option subjects:

• Which subject am I picking for Academic Breadth?

• Do I want to study separate science or trilogy science?
For Separates you can then pick two option subjects 
For Trilogy you can then pick three option subjects

The option subjects are listed below. You will need to pick two or three
of these depending upon your Science Pathway.



WHAT DO I DO NOW?

Spend some time reading through this option booklet, especially the
subject information pages. Talk to people at home about what you are
thinking of doing. Seek advice from your teachers about whether they
think you will like their subject. Ask your science teachers which science
option might be best for you.

DO NOT make option choices based on what your friends are doing, or
which teacher you think you might get - you might not!

When you are ready to make your choices, complete the online Option
Form that will have been sent to you by Ms Backstrom. You must do
this by Friday 6 February.



Once the options process is complete, staff will review all the option
choices. It is not possible to offer every combination of subjects so you
might not get your requested option choices.

Some subjects may need to be ‘capped’ if there are too many pupils to
be accommodated. In this case pupils will be allocated randomly and
any pupils who are unsuccessful with be contacted by Miss Wilson.
Option choices are NOT allocated on a first come, first served basis.

If your combination of subjects is not possible, Miss Wilson will be in
contact with you to go through alternatives.

Once all options have been finalised, changes can only be requested
via email to Ms Backstrom at j.backstrom@belvedereacademy.net or
by seeing her in person.
Option changes must be requested by your parents/carers so they
should email her or you should have a note from them when you go to
see her.

However, it may not be possible to make changes if the combination of
subjects does not fit or if classes are full. In all cases, Ms Backstrom will
be able to either confirm the change or discuss alternatives.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?



Course Qualification Exam Board Subject Lead

Maths GCSE Edexcel Miss Wilson

Computer Science GCSE OCR Mrs Atkins

IT Cambridge National OCR Mrs Atkins

Enterprise (Business) Technical Award Pearson Ms Fox-Ford

Curriculum Leader:     Miss Wilson

k.wilson5@belvedereacademy.net

CURRICULUM AREA
OF

MATHS, COMPUTING, BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS

Assistant CL:           Mr Bhuiyan

i.bhuiyan@belvedereacademy.net

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/it-level-1-2-j836/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/enterprise-2022.html


What will I study in Maths?
GCSE Maths continues to build on the Maths you have already studied. You will
continue with more number work (e.g. surds, recurring decimals, indices, standard
form), algebra (e.g. quadratic equations, sequences, graphs), geometrical reasoning
(e.g. surface area, volume, Pythagoras’ Theorem, trigonometry), statistics (e.g.
averages and range, cumulative frequency diagrams, histograms) and probability (e.g.
mutually exclusive events, probability trees, conditional probability). Lessons will be
similar to those in Y7-9; you will have recall activities and starters and Y10 will
continue to do Controlled Homeworks. You will also do increasingly more problem-
solving questions to show that you can apply your knowledge. There are regular
assessments throughout the course and self-assessment booklets continue to be
used for you to set targets to help you improve. Use of Dr Frost continues to be
encouraged for both homework preparation and revision.

MATHS COMPULSORY

Why should I study Maths?
Although Maths is a compulsory GCSE subject there are many good reasons why you
have to study it. As well as being a GCSE in its own right, Maths is also used as a tool
in many other subjects including Business, Geography and Science. In addition, it is
highly regarded by employers as studying Maths develops your logical thinking skills
as well as problem-solving skills. For this reason, the vast majority of courses and jobs
will require at least a Grade 4 in Maths GCSE. A GCSE in Maths opens the door to
most jobs but is particularly useful for Architecture, Computing and Games
Development, Engineering, Finance and Medicine to name but a few.

How will I be assessed in Maths?
There is no coursework in Maths. You will sit three exams at the end of Y11:
Paper 1 (Non-Calculator) - 80 marks, 90 minutes
Paper 2 (Calculator Allowed) - 80 marks, 90 minutes
Paper 3 (Calculator Allowed) - 80 marks, 90 minutes
All content can be assessed on all papers.



What will I study in Computer Science?
This course will give you valuable thinking and programming skills that are extremely
attractive in the modern workplace and a deep understanding of problem solving and
experience in creating logical and efficient solutions. Although most people use
computers every day, in this course we ‘look behind the scenes’ at exactly how
computer technology works and instead of just using software and applications, we
learn how to create them using programming skills. You will: 
● Study how processors work. 
● Investigate computer memory and storage. 
● Explore modern network layouts and how they function. 
● Build skills in the ever-important realm of cyber security. 
● Gain wider comprehension of how computers and computing affect ethical, legal,
cultural & environmental issues. 
● Study algorithms & programming 
● Understand computational logic, translators and facilities of computing languages &
data representation. 

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Why should I study Computer Science?
There are a variety of jobs that this qualification will allow you to do such as: IT
consultant, Cyber Security Consultant, Information Systems Manager, Database
Administrator, Systems Analyst, Games Developer. Computer scientists have a great
job market to look forward to - in addition to accessing further education, there is a
high demand for skilled computer scientists and a computer science salary can be
very high even for entry level positions. After completing the GCSE in Computer
Science, students will be in a great position to continue in this highly skilled field. The
vast majority of UK business leaders also say there is a real shortage of digital and
technical skills.

How will I be assessed in Computer Science?
Unit 1 Computer systems: This unit covers the body of knowledge about computer
systems on which the examination will be based. (50%) 
Unit 2: Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming: An externally
examined unit covering programming techniques, computational logic and algorithms
(50%) 
Programming Task: analyse, design, develop and testing of a solution to a problem.

OPTIONAL



What will I study in IT?
You will learn about tools and techniques for use in different digital hardware and
software technologies, and how these can be integrated to create digital solutions to
manage and communicate data and information. You will also be taught what data
and information are and the legal, ethical and moral considerations when using
technology to gather, store and present data and information. The NEA assessments
will both include a context and set of tasks. Spreadsheet software will be fully utilised
as part of the project. There are lots of possibilities on how to present findings; this
could be through the use of a word processor, DTP, web page or mobile app. On
completion, pupils will evaluate and review their solution. As part of the AR project,
pupils will develop the skills to be able to design, create and test an AR model
prototype. An example of an assignment may be one for an Estate Agents or Housing
association. Pupils must complete the controlled assessment under exam conditions
so it will not be reworked for resubmission. 

IT OPTIONAL

Why should I study IT?
Creative digital skills span all industries in the modern world; almost all jobs in the UK
today require employees to have a good level of digital literacy. There is currently a
shortage of people with these skills. The average digital salary in the UK is £42,923
which is higher than the £29,669 average non-digital salary (information sourced Feb
2025). After completing the Cambridge National in IT, students will be in a great
position to continue in the digital information technology sector. This qualification
prepares students for progression to Level 3 courses in Information Technology in
Year 12 and 13.

How will I be assessed in IT?
Grades for Cambridge Nationals and GCSEs align at key points. Level 1 covers GCSE
grades 3-1 and Level 2 GCSE grades 9-4. The lower end of a Level 2 Distinction is
aligned to a grade 7. 
There is one written examination paper lasting 1 hour 30 minutes (40%) and two
controlled NEA assessments (60%). You will sit the examination in the Summer of Y11
and one NEA before January of Y10 and Y11. 



What will I study in Enterprise?
Pupils will be studying enterprises, entrepreneurs, customers, competitors, the
external environment, business planning and presenting, marketing and finance as
part of their Key Stage 4 learning. They will gain valuable insights into why businesses
become successful and the characteristics they would need to become a highly
effective business person. They will have the opportunity to research and prepare a
business plan for a business idea of their own. Many past pupils have used their
business plan to set up and run their own business and gain finance from banks.

ENTERPRISE (BUSINESS) 

Why should I study Enterprise?
The qualification enables learners to develop their transferable skills, such as
researching, planning, making decisions and judgements, and financial literacy using
realistic vocational contexts, and personal skills, such as creativity and innovation,
time management, reviewing, communication and planning through a practical and
skills-based approach to learning and assessment. 

How will I be assessed in Enterprise?
Pupils will study 3 units of work: 
1. Exploring Enterprises: this will be assessed Internally by completion of timed essays
set by Pearson 
2. Planning and Presenting a Micro Enterprise Idea: this will be assessed Internally by
completion of timed essays set by Pearson 
3. Marketing and Finance for Enterprise: External Synoptic Exam at the end of Y11.

OPTIONAL



Course Qualification Exam Board Subject Lead

English Language GCSE AQA Mrs Kane

English Literature GCSE AQA Mrs Kane

Media Studies GCSE AQA Mr Lamb

French GCSE AQA Mrs Thiery

Spanish GCSE AQA Mrs Thiery

Curriculum Leader:     Mrs Kane

a.kane@belvedereacademy.net

CURRICULUM AREA
OF

 ENGLISH, MFL AND MEDIA

Assistant CL:
(English)           

Miss Brooks
cassy.brooks@belvedereacademy.net

Assistant CL:
(Languages)           

Mrs Thiery

c.thiery@belvedereacademy.net

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8700/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8702/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/gcse/media-studies-8572/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/french/gcse/french-8652/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/spanish/gcse/spanish-8692/specification


What will I study in English Language?
GCSE English continues to develop the skills you have already studied and practised in
Y7-9. You will use these skills to explore some of the topics below:
• The study of fictional and non-fictional texts and extracts
• Descriptive and Narrative Writing
• Transactional writing, e.g. speech, letter and article writing
• Analysis of writer's language choices
• Analysis of writer's structural choices
• Spoken Language - looking at how to construct and perform a speech or
presentation
• Listening Skills - how you listen to information and respond to questions

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Why should I study English Language?
In English, you will study and work towards two GCSEs. English Language is one of
these. Although English Language is a compulsory subject, the benefits of obtaining
this GCSE will have an impact throughout school and beyond. English Language helps
you to develop your reading comprehension, your creative and transactional writing
skills and allows you to gain a better understanding of how language can be used for
different purposes. These skills will not only allow you to gain an English GCSE but will
help you in accessing other subjects across the school. A GCSE in English is useful for
all jobs as it helps to develop your analysis and communication skills, but can directly
lead to jobs in journalism, speech therapy and many more.

How will I be assessed in English Language?
There is no coursework in English Language. You will sit 2 exam papers at the end of
Y11 and will complete a Spoken Language Assessment in Y10 or Y11.
Paper 1 - Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing - 80 marks, 1hour 45minutes
Paper 2 - Writer's Viewpoints and Perspectives - 80 marks, 1hour 45minutes
Spoken Language Assessment - in class with teacher

COMPULSORY



What will I study in English Literature?
GCSE English Literature continues to develop the skills you have already studied and
practised in Y7-9. You will use these skills to explore some of the set texts below:
• Macbeth by William Shakespeare
• A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
• An Inspector Calls by J.B. Priestley
• A selection of poetry from the AQA Power and Conflict Anthology
• A selection of unseen poetry
You will learn to write analytical essays about these texts.

ENGLISH LITERATURE

Why should I study English Literature?
In English, you will study and work towards two GCSEs. English Literature is one of
these. English Literature is an exciting subject in which you are able to explore set
texts in detail and understand the message behind a writer's work. English Literature
will not only develop and improve your reading skills, but will also improve your
analytical and inference skills. English Literature also gives you an insight into the
historical, social and cultural contexts of the times in which the set texts were written.
As with Language, Literature is held in high esteem by employers and gives you access
to many different jobs including publishing, acting, screenwriting, copy editing and
much more.

How will I be assessed in English Literature?
There is no coursework in English Literature. You will sit 2 exam papers at the end of
Y11:
Paper 1 - Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel - 64 marks, 1hour 45minutes
Paper 2 - Modern Texts and Poetry - 96 marks, 2hours 15minutes

COMPULSORY



What will I study in Media Studies?
You will engage in the analysis and discussion of several forms of media products,
including television, advertising, video games, social media, newspapers, magazines,
music videos, films and radio. You will develop your analysis skills and learn to discuss
how media language such as camera, sound, editing, settings and graphics are
understood by audiences. The course also explores the representations of people,
places and events in the media and how they can be biased, emphasised,
stereotypical, or even false. The practical production element of the course will teach
you lots of new skills, such as setting up lighting and camera, photography, filming,
editing, image manipulation and directing actors and models. You will learn to
develop your ideas independently and creatively in order to produce work that is
suitable for a specific target audience and a specific purpose. The production briefs
change every year, but always allow for productions based in print, video, audio or
online.

MEDIA STUDIES

Why should I study Media Studies?
Media is something that surrounds us and is a part of our everyday routine. We use
the media to communicate with each other, to find out what is happening in the
world, and to help us shape our own identities and beliefs. GCSE Media Studies is a
course that aims to make learners aware of how the media is constructed in order to
communicate ideas and messages to audiences. In modern life, the media is a hugely
important factor in shaping society, politics and our everyday lives. Becoming aware
of the processes involved in the creation and consumption of media products is an
important skill that can make you a more critical, aware and engaged member of
society.

How will I be assessed in Media Studies?
Two written papers of 84 marks and 1hr 30minutes, each worth 35% of the GCSE:
Paper 1 - Unseen text analysis and questions on the set texts
Paper 2 - Analysis of extract of one of the TV set products and questions on set texts

Non-Exam Assessment (30%):
Complete a production based on a choice of five yearly changing briefs - 60 marks

OPTIONAL



What will I study in Languages?
Pupils will learn the vocabulary, grammatical and phonetic knowledge that is required
of them to successfully undertake the GCSE. Vocabulary consists of both high-
frequency and topic-specific related to the three themes from the GCSE specification,
which are: People and lifestyle (identity, relationships, healthy living, education and
work); Popular culture (free time activities, festivals and celebrity culture); and
Communication and the world around us (travel and tourism, technology and social
media, the environment and where people live). All will explicitly study at least three
tenses and other grammatical structures and are expected to use the vocab and
grammar across a range of contexts and assessment tasks. They will also develop
their use of French/Spanish phonics so as to understand and respond effectively to
spoken language. Pupils may also have the opportunity to participate in cultural
activities such as pen-pal letter exchange, foreign student visits, restaurant and
museum trips locally and even trips abroad. 

LANGUAGES

Why should I study Languages?
Pupils will continue to develop both the language and the communication skills that
they developed in Y7-9. Our lessons are extremely interactive and focus on
developing pupils’ knowledge of vocabulary, grammar and skills. We also continue to
enhance our knowledge of countries and cultures in which French or Spanish are
spoken. Languages are possibly the most versatile subject to study; communication is
a vital skill in any field and yet unfortunately there is a massive shortage in the United
Kingdom of people who can speak another language. Some of the areas in which
languages would be particularly valuable include teaching, journalism, hospitality and
tourism, law and the civil service, translation and interpreting. 

How will I be assessed in Languages?
Pupils sit four exams, each worth 25% of the overall grade: listening, reading,
speaking and writing. Pupils will be entered for either Foundation or Higher tier
depending on their progress and targets. The speaking exam is conducted by the class
teacher and consists of a role-play, reading aloud and follow-up questions on the
topic, and discussion of two photo cards plus follow-up questions. 

OPTIONAL



Course Qualification Exam Board Subject Lead

Biology GCSE AQA Miss Jones

Chemistry GCSE AQA Mrs Everett

Physics GCSE AQA Mr Martin

Combined Science: Trilogy GCSE AQA Mrs Everett

Child Development Technical Award NCFE Mrs Keenan

Health and Social Care Technical Award Pearson Mrs Keenan

Curriculum Leader:     Mrs Everett

j.everett@belvedereacademy.net

CURRICULUM AREA
OF

SCIENCE

Assistant CL:           Miss Jones

l.jones1@belvedereacademy.net

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/biology/gcse/biology-8461/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/chemistry/gcse/chemistry-8462/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physics/gcse/physics-8463/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/science-8464/specification
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-12-technical-award-in-child-development-and-care-in-the-early-y-1613
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care-2022.html


What will I study in Separate Sciences?
In Biology you will look at the structure and function of cells before building this
knowledge into the variety of different organs and organ systems within the body.
You will end up with a comprehensive knowledge of the interactions between
different systems within organisms, as well as the interaction of the organisms
towards each other and their environment.
Studying Chemistry you will delve deeper into the substances from which matter is
composed, and you will investigate the reactions and properties of these substances.
You will look closely at molecules, atoms, and ions which are the basic building blocks
for different chemical elements and compounds.
In Physics you will deepen your knowledge of fundamental concepts such as matter,
force and energy. You will develop an understanding of how the universe works
across vast scales, from the microscopic atomic scale to immense structures such as
stars and galaxies.

SEPARATE SCIENCES

Why should I study Separate Sciences?
In Science, you will expand upon your scientific knowledge, and the science-related
skills you have developed in Key Stage 3. Although it is compulsory, you have the
option of choosing the three separate sciences or the trilogy course. You should opt
for separate sciences if you enjoy science and want to learn about all three sciences
in greater depth, as you will only then choose two other options.
A Level Sciences are open to all pupils who study either separate science or trilogy
science. Whilst science qualifications directly lead to science-based careers such as
medicine, dentistry and engineering, the skills learnt are valuable for careers in the
law and accounting.

How will I be assessed in Separate Sciences?
Each of GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics are assessed by two examinations taken
at the end of Y11.
Each paper is of 1hour 45 mins duration and the papers are equally weighted.
You will achieve a GCSE Grade from 9-1 in each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

3 SEPARATES OR
TRILOGY



What will I study in Trilogy Science?
In Biology you will look at the structure and function of cells before building this
knowledge into the variety of different organs and organ systems within the body.
You will end up with a comprehensive knowledge of the interactions between
different systems within organisms, as well as the interaction of the organisms
towards each other and their environment.
Studying Chemistry you will delve deeper into the substances from which matter is
composed, and you will investigate the reactions and properties of these substances.
You will look closely at molecules, atoms, and ions which are the basic building blocks
for different chemical elements and compounds.
In Physics you will deepen your knowledge of fundamental concepts such as matter,
force and energy. You will develop an understanding of how the universe works
across vast scales, from the microscopic atomic scale to immense structures such as
stars and galaxies.

TRILOGY SCIENCE

Why should I study Trilogy Science?
In Science, you will expand upon your scientific knowledge, and the science-related
skills you have developed in Key Stage 3. Although it is compulsory, you have the
option of choosing the three separate sciences, or the trilogy course.
You should opt for the trilogy course if you want to study more subjects at GCSE as
you will choose three options in addition to trilogy science. A Level Sciences are open
to all pupils who study either separate science or trilogy science. Whilst science
qualifications directly lead to science-based careers such as medicine, dentistry and
engineering, the skills learnt are valuable for careers in the law and accounting.

How will I be assessed in Trilogy Science?
The trilogy is a subset of the separate sciences, studying two-thirds of each. 
You will sit two papers in each subject of 1hour 15minutes duration at the end of Y11.
All six papers are equally weighted.
You will achieve two grades for your GCSE Combined Science on a 17 point grading
scale from 9-9, 9-8, 8-8, …, 2-1, 1-1.

3 SEPARATES OR
TRILOGY



What will I study in Child Development?
You will explore the fascinating journey of child development from birth to 5 years.
The course covers nine engaging content areas, including holistic development (how
children grow physically, cognitively, and socially) and the factors that influence this
(such as nature, nurture, and life transitions). You will also study care routines, the
vital importance of play, and the professional roles within early years settings,
including legislation, observation, and planning. This course is ideal if you enjoy
"learning through practical opportunities" rather than just theory. You will bring
learning to life by working on real-world case studies, allowing you to apply your skills
to realistic scenarios. A key part of the course is the Non-Exam Assessment (NEA), a
project where you create a portfolio of evidence. In this project, you will plan
activities and care routines to support a child’s needs, developing valuable skills in
observation, research, and problem-solving.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT

Why should I study Child Development?
This qualification moves beyond theory, offering a rigorous, industry-relevant
exploration of child development (birth to 5 years). Designed for those ready to apply
their knowledge in real-world settings, you will master high-demand professional
skills: critical observation, strategic planning, and evidence-based evaluation. 
This is your pathway to becoming a skilled Early Years Practitioner or Educator.
Whether you are aiming for immediate employment or building a specialist
foundation for advanced studies in Health and Social Care, this course equips you
with the technical expertise and practical confidence employers require. Secure your
future in a vital, rewarding sector.

How will I be assessed in Child Development?
Non-Exam Assessment (NEA): A 14-hour practical project will assess the learner’s
ability to effectively draw together their knowledge, understanding and skills from
across the whole vocational area. This task will be completed in a classroom setting
under exam conditions over a number of weeks. 
Exam: A 1 hour 30 minute test featuring multiple-choice and short-answer questions.

OPTIONAL



What will I study in Health & Social Care?
Component 1 - Human Lifespan Development: Learners will explore different aspects
of growth and development and the factors that can affect this across the life stages.
They will explore the different events that can impact on individuals’ physical,
intellectual, emotional and social development and how individuals cope with and
are supported through changes caused by life events. 
Component 2 - Health and Social Care Services and Values: Learners will explore
health and social care services and how they meet the needs of service users. They
will also study the skills, attributes and values required when giving care. 
Component 3 - Health and Wellbeing: Learners will explore the factors that affect
health and wellbeing, learning about physiological and lifestyle indicators, and
person-centred approaches to make recommendations to improve an individual’s
health and wellbeing. 

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE

Why should I study Health & Social Care?
If you're passionate about helping others and want a career where you can make a
real difference, this course is an excellent choice. It provides a solid foundation for a
fulfilling career in a growing sector with diverse opportunities. The health and social
care sector is experiencing significant growth, with a constant need for skilled
professionals. It can open doors to various positions, e.g. healthcare assistant or
support worker. A career in care allows you to positively impact people's lives and
provide support to those in need. It can also be a stepping stone to more specialised
Level 3 qualifications. The skills you gain, i.e. communication, teamwork, and
problem-solving, are valuable in various aspects of life. 

How will I be assessed in Health & Social Care?
BTEC assessments blend controlled assignments (CAs) and an external exam. Pearson
sets the CAs (Components 1 and 2), allowing pre-prepared notes to be use during
timed tasks. Learners get regular feedback to improve notes, a key CA resource. 
CAs comprise 60% of the overall grade. 
Component 3, the external exam, contributes to 40% of the overall grade. 

OPTIONAL



Course Qualification Exam Board Subject Lead

Geography GCSE OCR Miss Goldstein

History GCSE AQA Ms Halton

Philosophy, Ethics & Religion GCSE OCR Ms Parker

Sociology GCSE AQA Ms Cavanagh

Citizenship Studies GCSE AQA Mrs Sunderland

Curriculum Leader:     Ms Cavanagh 

g.cavanagh@belvedereacademy.net

CURRICULUM AREA
OF

HUMAN, SOCIAL AND POLITICAL STUDIES

Assistant CL:           Ms Jones 

l.jones3@belvedereacademy.net

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/geography-b-geography-for-enquiring-minds-j384-from-2016/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145/specification
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/specification-at-a-glance/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/citizenship-studies/gcse/citizenship-studies-8100/specification


What will I study in Geography?
GCSE Geography is split equally between Physical and Human Geography. Physical
Geography is the study of the natural world and will include 4 topics: Global
Ecosystems, with a focus on the tropical rainforest and polar desert; Climatic &
Tectonic Hazards such as earthquakes, volcanoes, and tropical storms; Coastal and
River Landscapes and Changing Climate, which studies causes and consequences of
the enhanced greenhouse effect. 
Human Geography is the interrelationship between people and the natural
environment and also includes 4 topics: Urbanisation and its consequences; UK in the
21st Century, which involves the study of how the UK has changed and whether it has
lost global significance; Resources Reliance, which looks at our dwindling natural
resources and how we can manage this with a growing global population of 8 billion;
and Development which explains why some countries are rich and some are poor and
how we can change this through trade, aid and other strategies. 

GEOGRAPHY

Why should I study Geography ?
Geography is a vital subject for responsible global citizens and Geography GCSE allows
you to investigate the pertinent world issues that affect society and the environment.
It involves a mixture of Human and Physical Geography topics which help you answer
questions such as: how will climate change impact the world around us, how can we
mitigate against tectonic and climatic hazards, how can we manage dwindling global
resources for 8 billion people? 
Fieldwork also plays an important role as it allows us to witness processes in the
wider world. Therefore, you will complete 1 day of physical Geography fieldwork
(rivers or the coast) and 1 day of human Geography fieldwork (urban). 

How will I be assessed in Geography?
‘Our Natural World’ is the Physical Geography paper (35% of your GCSE grade).
‘People and Society’ is the Human Geography paper (35% of your GCSE grade). 
The third paper is ‘Geographical Exploration’, (30% of your GCSE grade). It involves
describing, explaining, and analysing a range of resources and will require you to
make a decision about an issue using the information from those resources. 

OPTIONAL



What will I study in History?
Unit 1: Conflict and Tension 1918 - 1939. In this topic, you will look at Europe in the
interwar period and understand the international relations of the time. The main sub-
topics include Treaty of Versailles, League of Nations, Wall St Crash and the Great
Depression, and The rise of Hitler and the causes of WWII. 
Unit 2: Opportunity and Inequality in the USA 1920 - 1973. This is a social and cultural
history topic where we look at influence on American society in the 20th century.
Sub-topics include Boom and Bust in the USA's economy, WWII and a return to
prosperity, Civil Rights and the feminist movement, and Popular culture. 
Unit 3: Elizabethan England 1568 - 1603. In this topic, we look at some of the key
developments and issues faced by Elizabeth during her reign e.g. Politics and the
government, Culture and exploration, and Problems at home and abroad. 
Unit 4: Health and the People c.1000 - present. This is our thematic topic, meaning
we follow one idea - healthcare - over a 1000 year period including Medieval,
Renaissance, Nineteenth-century Britain and Modern medicine.

HISTORY

Why should I study History?
1. Enjoyment! You will learn about all kinds of fascinating historical periods, from the
Roaring Twenties in the United States, to the blood and gore of Medieval medicine.
We cover a range of topics, so there really is something for everyone. 
2. Academic skills. History makes you think differently. Your teachers encourage you
to question everything and we always love a debate. You will develop some key
transferrable skills such as critical thinking, evaluative writing, and identifying bias. 
3. Your future. Did you know that History is in the top 3 most common degrees
amongst lawyers and journalists? What about politicians? History will open the door
to a wide range of hugely interested (and often well-paid!) careers.  

How will I be assessed in History?
History GCSE is 100% examination with all your exams at the end of Y11. It comprises
two exams, each 2 hours long. You get one hour for each section. 
Paper 1 - Section A: America: Opportunity and Inequality, Section B: Conflict and
Tension 
Paper 2 - Section A: Health and the People, Section B: Elizabethan England 

OPTIONAL



What will I study in Philosophy, Ethics & Religion?
Philosophy and Ethics comprises half of the course and includes: 
Relationships and Families: family and marriage, same-sex marriage, contraception,
pre-marital sex, celibacy, cohabitation, the ethics of divorce/annulment/remarriage,
the roles of men and women in family relationships, upbringing of children, equality,
issues around gender inequality. 
The Existence of God: God and His relationship with the humanity, the goodness of
God and evil, arguments for the existence of God, conscience, miracles, religious
experience including charismatic, conversion and visions. 
Religion, Peace and Conflict: different attitudes towards terrorism, war and peace,
social justice and injustice. 
Dialogue between religious and non-religious beliefs and attitudes: religion in secular
society, clashes between secular law and religion, medical ethics. 
The other half of the course is Beliefs and Practices in Christianity and Islam. 

PHILOSOPHY, ETHICS & RELIGION

Why should I study Philosophy, Ethics & Religion?
Philosophy and Ethics equips learners to engage in meaningful discussion about social
and political issues such as equality, justice and human rights. It fully prepares them
for further education and a wide range of career paths, being recognised by
Universities and employers as evidence of a pupil’s ability to think critically, analyse
complex issues and to communicate effectively. Past pupils have gone on to study a
wide variety of subjects including medicine, nursing, politics, law and social work. We
live in a diverse society so understanding religious and non-religious worldviews
means we have a better understanding of others and their religious and cultural
differences which is always of benefit in the world of work. 

How will I be assessed in Philosophy, Ethics & Religion?
Pupils will sit two 1-hour and one 2-hour examinations at the end of Y11. 
Weighting: Christianity 25%, Islam 25%, Philosophy and Ethics 50% 
All questions are a mix of short, mid- length and essay questions. 
There is no coursework element in this qualification. 

OPTIONAL



What will I study in Sociology?
The course begins with an introduction to Sociology during which you will learn about
the key thinkers who developed the subject and the key concepts and approaches
that sociologists use to explain the social world. You will then study: 
Families - exploring the diversity of family forms that exist in society today. You will
learn about how families have changed over time, including the roles of partners in
families and the changing patterns of marriage and divorce. 
Education - studying the roles and functions of the education system. You will learn
about different types of schools and explore differences in achievement based on
social class, gender and ethnicity. 
Crime and Deviance - studying the nature and extent of crime and deviance in society
and exploring sociological explanations of crime. 
Social Inequality - studying the different types of social inequality that exist and how
factors such as social class, gender and ethnicity influence life chances. 

SOCIOLOGY

Why should I study Sociology?
Sociology is the study of social life, social groups and societies. Sociologists study the
social world and our behaviour in it, looking particularly to understand the ways in
which society shapes our behaviour and influences our daily lives, and the ways in
which individuals can change society. It is an exciting subject that involves studying a
wide range of contemporary social issues. Through studying this subject, you will
develop a deeper understanding of a wide range of issues that you might read about
in the news. You will develop a ‘sociological imagination’, enabling you to see many
things differently! Discussion and consideration of different explanations and views
are essential elements of the course. 

How will I be assessed in Sociology?
There is no coursework in Sociology. You will sit two written exams at the end of Y11
with each paper carrying a total of 100 marks and consisting of a range of multiple-
choice questions, short and extended responses. 
Paper 1: The Sociology of Families and Education (1hr 45mins) 
Paper 2: The Sociology of Crime and Deviance and Social Stratification (1hr 45mins)

OPTIONAL



What will I study in Citizenship Studies?
Pupils will learn about society, power, democracy, the operation of government and
the legal system as well as the role of the UK in the wider world. They will explore and
learn about different controversial and topical issues with political, social, ethical,
economic, and environmental dimensions in local and global contexts. Most
importantly, they will experience taking citizenship action and learn from trying to
make a difference themselves. This qualification will require pupils to demonstrate
the ability to form their own opinions, create sustained and reasoned arguments, and
reach substantiated conclusions. 

CITIZENSHIP STUDIES

Why should I study Citizenship Studies?
Citizenship Studies is about how people understand and take an active part in their
communities through democratic politics and work together for a better society,
locally, nationally, and globally. It gives pupils an understanding of the world in which
they live and teaches them to think critically about current affairs and world issues.
The knowledge and skills learnt in Citizenship Studies will help pupils successfully
navigate life in an ever changing and more complex global society. The skills and key
knowledge learnt in Citizenship will support pupils in their studies of other
Humanities and Social Science subjects. 

How will I be assessed in Citizenship Studies?
Progress throughout the course will be monitored by regular in class assessments.
External assessments will be in the format of two 1 hour 45 minute exams sat at the
end of Y10. 

COMPULSORY
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What will I study in Art, Craft & Design?
Throughout your GCSE Art, Craft and Design studies you will develop an
understanding of past and contemporary art and design and be able to produce a
personal response embracing a range of ideas. You will develop a working knowledge
of the materials, practices and technology, helping you to develop the skills to
investigate, analyse and experiment with a wide range of practical skills using your
imaginative powers to express your ideas, feelings and meanings. Finally you will gain
a better understanding of the language and conventions of art and design gaining an
understanding of the place of art, craft and design in history and in society. 

ART, CRAFT & DESIGN

Why should I study Art, Craft & Design?
If you are creative and enjoy Art choose Art, Craft and Design for GCSE. You don’t
have to be ‘good at drawing’ to succeed in GCSE Art and Design. The emphasis is on
the process of developing independent ideas and work. It’s about having an
adventurous and enquiring approach to art and design and developing the skills to
express it. There are many things you can go on to do with a GCSE in Art, Craft and
Design. The creative industries in the UK are currently booming. There are a host of
careers which require a background in Art and Design. These include: Fine artist, Art
gallery curator, Art therapist, Art Illustrator and Architect, to name but a few or use
your skills to explore alternative study or career paths. 

How will I be assessed in Art, Craft & Design?
The EDUQAS GCSE grade will be awarded as a result of completing two units of work:
Component 1: Coursework Portfolio 60% of qualification: 120 marks. Completed
during lesson time, 5 hour mock exam and homework. 
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment 40% of qualification: 80 marks. Preparatory
study period and a 10 hour period of sustained focus work completed in exam
conditions. 

OPTIONAL



What will I study in Art and Design: Textiles?
Art & Design: Textiles is about the creation and design of a range of products. This
could include Fashion Design, Interior Design, Surface Design or even Costume
Design. You must be able to think creatively as well as develop your knowledge of
fabrics and components. You will be taught how to research both contemporary and
traditional design as well as developing your practical ability. You will be taught a
variety of different techniques including constructed textiles, dyed fabrics, printed
fabrics, fabric construction and fabric manipulation. You will also have the
opportunity to explore and research into a wide variety of careers such as textiles
buyer, fashion forecaster, architect, games designer, theatrical costume designer,
colour consultant and many more. 

ART AND DESIGN: TEXTILES

Why should I study Art and Design: Textiles?
Art & Design: Textiles allows you to express yourself. Those pupils who opt for
Textiles, should be keen to design and make creative and unique pieces of work.
Textiles is a very exciting and demanding subject that is concerned with developing
pupil’s confidence to tackle a variety of design problems and improve their
independence towards learning transferable skills which are highly sought after in a
wide variety of careers. Businesses now more than ever are looking for creative
thinkers, those of you who can solve problems and think outside of the box and
Textiles definitely lends itself to this way of thinking. It’s those skills that will make you
stand out from the crowd in any future career path. 
 

How will I be assessed in Art and Design: Textiles?
The EDUQAS GCSE grade will be awarded as a result of completing two units of work:
Component 1: Coursework Portfolio 60% of qualification: 120 marks. 
Completed during lesson time, 5 hour mock exam and homework. 
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment 40% of qualification: 80 marks. 
Preparatory study period and a 10 hour period of sustained focus work completed in
exam conditions. 

OPTIONAL



What will I study in Drama?
The course is divided into three components; Understanding Drama, Devising Drama
and Texts in Practice. Pupils begin by exploring the working theories and
methodologies of practitioners such as Brecht and Frantic Assembly, before putting
them into practice creating their own piece of theatre in a small group on a relevant
social issue and keeping a written record of this work for coursework. Pupils then
move on to studying the set text Blood Brothers in preparation for the written
examination alongside the study of a live performance. The final part of the course
involves performing extracts from a scripted play for a visiting examiner. Pupils will
also experience at least one live theatre visit during the course, providing inspiration
for pupils' own practical work.

DRAMA

Why should I study Drama?
GCSE Drama is a practical, engaging and creative subject, providing opportunities for
pupils to understand and create drama as a practical art form, where ideas and
meaning are communicated to an audience through informed artistic choices. The
curriculum engages and encourages learners to become confident performers and
designers, gathering many valuable skills, both theatrical and transferable. Pupils
learn to collaborate with others, think analytically and evaluate effectively, gaining
the confidence to pursue ideas, and then reflect upon and refine those ideas. Pupils
who have previously studied the subject have gone onto a range of careers, from
acting, costume design and theatre management to law, psychological therapy and
journalism.

How will I be assessed in Drama?
Assessment is via a 1 hour 45 minute written exam at the end of Year 11 worth 40%,
a devised performance and devising log marked by teachers and sent for moderation
worth a further 40%, and the performance of two scripted extracts for a visiting
examiner which makes up the final 20% of the marks awarded. 

OPTIONAL



What will I study in Hospitality & Catering?
The hospitality and catering sector includes all businesses that provide food,
beverages, and/or accommodation services. There is the opportunity for pupils to
learn about: 
· Issues related to nutrition and food safety and how they affect successful hospitality
and catering operations. 
· Developing food preparation and cooking skills. 
· Transferable skills of problem-solving, organisation and time management, planning
and communication. 
· Skills required for independent learning and development. 
· Skills of project based research, development and presentation. 
· The fundamental ability to work alongside others in a professional environment. This
is also strengthened by our industrial links with The Pullman Hotel located on the
Albert Docks, and with Claire Lara who was the first female Masterchef. 

HOSPITALITY & CATERING

Why should I study Hospitality & Catering?
The ability to create, adapt and cook meals which are healthy, environmentally
friendly, economical and delicious is a true-life skill you will develop during the
course. Hospitality and Catering links to, and shows skills related to Science, Business,
Product Design, Law and much more. Food Research and Production is the world’s
BIGGEST industry and, in the UK, it is our largest area of manufacturing. There is a
real shortage of qualified Food Technologists in the UK industry which is a great
career. We also have links with our local food manufacturers including Warburtons. 

How will I be assessed in Hospitality & Catering?
The EDUQAS Level 1/2 Vocational Award grade will be awarded as a result of
completing two units of work: 
Unit 1: Written examination: 1 hour 20 minutes, 40% of qualification and 80 marks. 
Unit 2: Controlled assessment: approximately 12 hours, 60% of qualification and 120
marks. 

OPTIONAL



What will I study in Music?
In GCSE Music you will study three areas which work in tandem to make you a better
musician: Performance, Composition and Listening/Appraising. For Performance, you
will need to produce two audio recorded performances by the end of Y11; one as a
soloist and one as part of an ensemble (with at least one other person). You do not
need to perform in front of an audience at any time and you can have as many
attempts as you like at your recordings. Performances can be singing or on any
instrument, including DJing. For Composition, you will need to produce two pieces of
music you have written yourself and will learn how to compose and develop ideas in
Y10. For Listening/Appraising, you will learn how to constructively listen to music of
different genres such as pop, film and classical, and write about how composers use
elements such as melody, harmony and rhythm. We can practise these skills listening
to any music we like in lessons, but you will also study two set works for the exam. 

MUSIC

Why should I study Music?
GCSE Music is a wonderful subject which is both highly creative and academic.
Engaging in Music in any way is scientifically proven to activate every part of the
brain; no other activity achieves this. Musicians require discipline, focus, the ability to
work well with others and a creative and artistic flair - all traits which are highly
sought after by universities and employers who are calling out for creative individuals.
You can study Music even if you don't want to do Music as a career. Pupils who have
studied GCSE Music at Belvedere have gone on to study subjects such as Biology,
Forensic Science, Pharmacy, Medicine, French, History and English Literature, proving
that Music helps pupils achieve all kinds of exciting careers. 

How will I be assessed in Music?
In GCSE Music, the Listening exam is worth 40% of the qualification, while
Performance and Composition are assessed internally as NEA coursework.
Performance: coursework worth 30% 
Composition: coursework worth 30% 
Listening: exam worth 40% 

OPTIONAL



What will I study in Physical Education?
In Y10, you will study applied anatomy and physiology, looking at how the body works
followed by movement analysis looking at how the body moves. After this you will
explore physical training sessions and how to set up fitness programmes for different
people. In Y11, you will study sports psychology and how the mind works, socio-
cultural influences and the barriers people face to accessing physical activity, and
understand what health, fitness and well-being are, and how we can encourage more
people to lead a healthy active lifestyle. You will also study a range of practical
activities and will be expected to take part in sport outside of school on a regular
basis. You should have an interest in physical activity and movement in order to get
the most out of this course. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Why should I study Physical Education?
GCSE Physical Education is your passport to understanding how the body moves, how
the mind works and how to lead a healthy active lifestyle. Of all the GCSE courses you
will study, PE has the most transferable skills into future careers. As well as taking part
practically in a range of different sports, future doctors will gain an in-depth
knowledge of the body’s systems and how they are effected by exercise, dietitians will
learn about nutrition, and those looking to work in the fitness industry will learn how
to plan and implement training programmes. A dynamic and interesting course will
inspire all of those with an aptitude for physical activity. 

How will I be assessed in Physical Education?
Paper 1 - Written exam - 1hour 15minutes (30%) 
Paper 2 - Written exam - 1hour 15minutes (30%) 
Practical assessment in 3 sports: 1 team, 1 individual and 1 sport of your choice. 
A written piece of coursework explaining your strengths and weaknesses in one of
your sports and how you might go about improving (40%). 

OPTIONAL



NON-EXAMINATION
COMPULSORY SUBJECTS

CORE PE

PSHE

In Y10 and Y11 pupils will follow a curriculum based around their personal
needs. All pupils will be asked to complete a questionnaire at the start of
the year in order to group them effectively. Once in their groups the
activities they do may be different but classes will still explore the same
themes through whichever activity they may be taking part in. Some will
complete more games-based activities, exploring team work, whilst others
will take part in more fitness based activities exploring healthy active
lifestyles. Some pupils will do both.

Pupils in Y10 and Y11 will continue to have PSHE lessons fortnightly in
addition to their GCSE subjects. PSHE helps to prepare pupils for the
opportunities, responsibilities, and experiences of life. It helps pupils to
understand the importance of their physical and mental health,
understand emotions and feelings, and have strategies to help them
become resilient and confident. PSHE in Y10 and Y11 will also cover the
statutory elements of relationships and sex education. 


