
 

Music development plan summary:​
The Belvedere Academy GDST 

Overview 

Detail Information 
Academic year that this summary covers 2025-26 

Date this summary was published 1st September 2025 

Date this summary will be reviewed July 2026 

Name of the school music lead Mr Jon Deakin  

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

Miss Emma Speed 

Name of local music hub  Resonate 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

Schools Music Service 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 
three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 
pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

Key Stage 3 Curriculum  

The Belvedere Academy’s Music curriculum is informed by the model music curriculum 
(March 2021) and the National Music Curriculum (Update 2021). 

Year 7 establishes the foundations of Music as an academic subject, as well as 
building the confidence for learners to feel safe performing, composing and exploring 
musical concepts in solo and ensemble contexts.  

The Curriculum Map has been organised into a carefully crafted teaching sequence 
that allows all learners to become more fluent in the musicals skills they develop each 
year. It allows them to build on these componential building blocks to gradually become 
better musicians. These skills are centred around the three interrelated pillars of Music: 
constructive, technical and expressive control. 
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After going back to basics in Year 7 to bridge the gaps in learning from primary school 
Music, skills are developed in a componential sequence throughout Years 8 and 9, 
developing pupils’ ability to perform and compose using their voices, keyboards and 
drums in increasingly sophisticated ways.   

Year 7​
Finding My Voice Part 1​
Rhythm and Pulse (Drumming)​
Keyboard Skills Part 1: Melodies ​
Improvising Music: Pentatonic and Raga Scales​
Treble Makers: Composing Music for a Superhero using treble clef​
Instrument Explorers 

Year 8​
Keyboard Skills Part 2: Bass Clef and Chords  

The Blues and Improvising 

Finding My Voice Part 2: Protest Songs 

Cartoon Music 

Musical Time Travellers 

Djembe Drumming 

Year 9​
Keyboard Skills Part 3: Melodies and Chords​
 

Finding My Voice Part 3: Let’s Write a Winter No.1 

Film Music 

Samba Drumming 

Reggae 

SEND learners can be supported through strategic seating within the classroom, this 
can include paired work or individual work that decreases any additional pressures. 
Sheet Music for learners with Dyslexia have music available on different coloured 
paper/car.   

Within lessons PP learners are treated equally to their peers, learners are supported 
through strategic seating within the classroom. 
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Key Stage 4 Curriculum & Academic Qualifications 

Students have the option to study towards the Eduqas GCSE in Music. The Eduqas 
GCSE in Music offers a broad and coherent course of study which encourages 
learners to: 

●​ Engage actively in the process of music study 
●​ Develop performing skills individually and in groups to communicate musically 

with fluency and control of the resources used 

●​ Develop composing skills to organise musical ideas and make use of 
appropriate resources 

●​ Recognise links between the integrated activities of performing, composing and 
appraising and how this informs the development of music 

●​ Broaden musical experience and interests, develop imagination and foster 
creativity 

●​ Develop knowledge, understanding and skills needed to communicate 
effectively as musicians 

●​ Develop awareness of a variety of instruments, styles and approaches to 
performing and composing 

●​ Develop awareness of music technologies and their use in the creation and 
presentation of music 

●​ Recognise contrasting genres, styles and traditions of music, and develop some 
awareness of musical chronology 

●​ Develop as effective and independent learners with enquiring minds 
●​ Reflect upon and evaluate their own and others’ music 
●​ Engage with and appreciate the diverse heritage of music, in order to promote 

personal, social, intellectual and cultural development. 

 

The Eduqas Music GCSE course encourages an integrated approach to the three 
distinct disciplines of performing, composing and appraising through four​
interrelated areas of study. The four areas of study are designed to develop 
knowledge and understanding of music through the study of a variety of genres and 
styles in a wider context:  

Musical Forms and Devices ​
Music for Ensemble ​
Film Music  ​
Popular Music  

 

3 



 

Key Stage 5 Curriculum & Academic Qualifications 

The Pearson BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Music Performance offers a 

broad and practical course of study which encourages learners to develop practical 

and relevant musical skills which they will need for a career in the performing arts. 

These skills are also highly transferable for pupils who have a passion for musical 

study but do not wish to pursue a career in the industry afterwards.  

Learners are encouraged to: 

●​ Engage actively in the study of music theory in a practical and relevant way 
●​ Develop essential performing skills for a career in the industry, both in ensemble 

and soloistic capacities 
●​ Develop essential interpersonal and communication skills needed for a career in 

the music industry 
●​ Recognise the interdependence of musical knowledge, understanding and skills, 

and make links between the integrated activities of performing, composing and 
appraising underpinned by attentive listening. 

●​ Broaden musical experience and interests, develop imagination and foster 
creativity 

●​ Develop knowledge and understanding of a variety of instruments and styles, 
and of relevant approaches to both performing and composing 

●​ Develop awareness of music technologies and their use in the creation and 
presentation of music 

●​ Develop as effective, independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers 
with enquiring minds 

●​ Develop an understanding of professionalism in the music industry, including 
self-promotion, communicating effectively and professionally with clients or 
businesses, gaining a better understanding of tax and expenses as well as 
being able to put together business projects and proposals 

 
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Music Performance specification 

contains three compulsory units, followed by one optional unit designed to allow 

learners to pursue their own musical interests.  

Compulsory units: 

●​ Unit 1: Practical Music Theory and Harmony 

●​ Unit 2: Professional Practice in the Music Industry 

●​ Unit 3: Ensemble Music 
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Optional units (pupils will choose on of the following: 

●​ Unit 4: Composing Music 

●​ Unit 5: Music Performance Session Style 

●​ Unit 6: Solo Performance 

●​ Unit 7: Improvising Music  

Graded music exams​

Pupils are encouraged by their peripatetic teacher to take graded exams under the 

following boards: 

●​ ABRSM 
●​ Trinity 
●​ LCM 
●​ Rock School  

Pupils are also encouraged to enter competitions such as: 

●​ Rushworth Young Composer  
●​ Wirral Festival of Music 
  

Part B: Music tuition, choirs and ensembles 
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 
beyond the core curriculum. 

Music Tuition 

Music is offered outside of lessons through different peripatetic teachers.  

Jean Cunningham – Self Employed Voice lessons ​
Weekly 30mins per pupils 

Kate Smith - Self Employed Voice lessons ​
Weekly 30mins per pupils​
​
Helen Milne – Self Employed Piano Lessons​
Weekly 30mins per pupils 

 

Emily Pope – Self Employed Flute Lessons​
Weekly 30mins per pupils  
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Anna Boggon – Self Employed Clarinet and Saxophone Lessons​
Weekly 30mins per pupils 

 

Peter Athans – Self Employed Trumpet Lessons​
Weekly 30mins per pupils 

 

Richard Smith – Self Employed Guitar Lessons ​
Weekly 30mins per pupils​
​
Donatella Paiano – Self Employed Violin Lessons ​
Weekly 30mins per pupils 

​
Sam Pope – Self Employed Drum Lessons ​
Weekly 30mins per pupils 

​
Pupils receive weekly notifications as to when and where their lessons are via their school 
emails (to parents and pupils) and also on noticeboards outside of Music. 

 

Ensembles 

We have a range of ensembles at the academy for all levels of ability with no fees or 
additional charges.  

​
Morning Enrichment 8.35-9.05 ​
Monday               Keyboard Club; Guitar Club  

Tuesday              Whole School Choir/Samba Drumming​
Wednesday         Djembe Drumming​
Thursday             Violin Club 

 ​
After School Enrichment 15.05-16.05 

Tuesday              Orchestra​
Wednesday         GCSE/A Level/BTEC Level 3 Intervention​
Thursday             Chamber Choir 

Friday                 GCSE/A Level/BTEC Level 3 Intervention   
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Access to Resources 

Pupils can join any of the ensembles above, with the Chamber Choir being through 
audition/invitation. All pupils have access to instrumental/vocal lessons regardless of 
year group.  

​
As a department we have a small selection of instruments available for pupils to borrow 
and are in contact with the local music hub, should we need any additional instruments.  

Both music teachers are constantly looking for opportunities for pupils to create music 
outside of school with many pupils being part of the following ensembles:​
​
Liverpool Philharmonic Youth Choir 

Liverpool Anglican Cathedral Choir 

Liverpool Philharmonic Youth Orchestra 

National Youth Choir of Great Britain ​
 

We are proud of the number of pupils who are making music both in and outside of 
school. We have excellent links with Resonate, Schools Music Service and other 
schools in the local area.   

Part C: Musical experiences 
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

In 2024-2025, the following events are booked in our school calendar: 

●​ Annual Prize Giving at Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral  
●​ Annual Winter Concert at school (Small charge for audience)  
●​ Spring Music Concert – School Hall (Small charge for audience)  
●​ Three Recital Evenings in October, February and June – Music Department  
●​ Creative Arts Exhibition – in school 
●​ Carnival Day – in school 

​
Several smaller ensembles will be performing at the following events 

●​ Open Evening/GCSE Options Evening/A Level Options Evening performances 
●​ Regular performances in the atrium at break times  
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In the future 
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

We aim to continue the excellent provision for Music Belvedere has on offer and build 
on it year upon year. 

 

We continuously strive to make improvements to our Curriculum Maps through regular 
pupil voice. We want all our pupils to feel represented by the Music Curriculum.  

 

In 2026, we will be delivering our next school musical production, following on from the 
success of Sister Act (2022) and Legally Blonde (2024). 

 

In July 2027, we hope to go on our next international choir tour to Barcelona, following 
on from our previous tour to Paris (2024). 
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