The Belvedere Academy

Music - KS3 Curriculum Overview

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Finding my Voice

To know how to properly warm up the
voice for effective singing.

To know how to sing with the correct
posture and breathing techniques.
To know the four main voice types.

To know the role and responsibility of
the conductor.

To know how to perform confidently as
part of a choir, singing in unison or as
part of a round.

To know how to sing with expressive
control using dynamics and phrasing.
To know about the larynx and
diaphragm.

To know what clear diction is and to
practise this in various songs.

Keyboard Skills Part 2: Chords

e To know what major and minor chords
are, how they are constructed and
performed using the correct technical
control.

e To know how fingers are numbered on
the left hand and how to perform using
the full range of the hand for good
technical control.

e To know how to perform the chord C
major, G major, F major and A minor in
a variety of pop songs.

e To know about the different expressive

qualities of the four chords C, F, G and
A minor.

e To know the importance of building
good dexterity in the left hand.

e To know how to start performing
keyboard music using two hands using
good expressive and technical
control.

Keyboard Skills Part 3: Chords and
Melodies

To know how to read notation on the
treble and chord charts with increasing
fluency.

To know a wider range of major and
minor chords, how these are
constructed and how to perform them
with increasing technical control.

To know about the expressive qualities
of different major and minor chords.

To know how to perform keyboard
music using chords and melodies
together using increasing expressive
and technical control.

To build on the knowledge and skills
obtained in Keyboard Skills Part 1 and
Part 2.




Rhythm and Pulse

To know the difference between
rhythm and beats.

To know how to identify a variety of
one-beat rhythms including crotchets,
quavers, semiquavers and triplet
quavers using drink names such as
tea and milkshake.

To know how to perform these rhythms
with good technical control using fun
rhythmic games.

To know how to effectively compose,
rehearse and perform using drums
and working as part of a team.

To know how to combine different
rhythms to construct an effective
rhythmic composition and perform this
with good technical and expressive
control.

To know how to accurately notate
rhythms when constructing these
compositions.

Rhythm and Blues

To know about the history and origins
of The Blues.

To know about the importance of
syncopation in Blues music.

To know how to improvise using a
Blues scale in C at the keyboard, using
good technical control with the right
hand obtained from Year 7.

To know how to construct and
perform a 12-bar Blues chord
progression using C major, G major
and F maijor triads, performing with
good technical control, building on
understanding from Keyboard Skills
Part 2.

To build on rhythmic knowledge from
Year 7 Unit 2 and know how to play
syncopated and dotted rhythms on the
drums in a Blues performance.

To know about the different
expressive qualities of Blues music.

Film Music

To know how classical and orchestral
music inspired composers for film
music, building on knowledge obtained
from Orchestra Explorers and Musical
Time Travellers.

To know how to use elements of music
to compose expressive music for
various actions in a film, such as an
action scene, building on knowledge
obtained from Cartoon Music.

To know how to compose expressive
music for film scenes using good
technical control at the keyboard
obtained from Keyboard SkKills.

To know how to compose expressive
music for film scenes using good
constructive knowledge of chords and
melodies obtained from Keyboard
Skills.




Keyboard Skills Part 1: Melodies

To know what is meant by the terms
pitch and melody.

To know the geography and
construction of the keyboard using
the black and white keys to identify
natural notes, sharps and flats.

To know how to perform a range of
simple melodies using the right hand
at the keyboard using good technical
control.

To know how to use the correct
posture and hand positions when
playing at the keyboard for good
technical control.

To know how each finger is numbered
and how to use the full range of the
right hand when playing the keyboard
for good technical control.

To know the importance of building
good dexterity in the right hand.

To know how to perform as part of a
class keyboard ensemble.

To know how to perform a solo piece
with confidence, technique and
expression.

Orchestra Explorers

To know how the different families of
the orchestra are constructed and
which instruments belong to each
family.

To know the expressive role of an
orchestral conductor and the
similarities to a choral conductor
explored in Year 7 Unit 1.

To know how each family of the
orchestra and its instruments could be
used effectively for different
expressive purposes.

To know how to perform Star Wars as
part of a class keyboard orchestra
using good technical control of the
right hand attained from Keyboard
Skills and Blues.

To know how to play as part of an
ensemble and maintain a given part
using good technical control.

Samba Drumming

To know about the history and origins of
Samba drumming.

To recap how to perform rhythms from
Year 7 and 8 with good technical
control using fun rhythmic games.

To know how to perform more
syncopated rhythmic patterns.

To know how to combine complex and
syncopated polyrhythms to construct
an effective rhythmic performance with
good technical and expressive
control.




World Music: Improvising Scales

To know how the pentatonic scale is
constructed at the keyboard and its
use in some Chinese traditional music.
To know how to perform and compose
pentatonic melodies using the right
hand at the keyboard using good
technical control.

To develop improvisation skills using a
pentatonic scale and the right hand at
the keyboard with expression.

To know how raga scales are
constructed at the keyboard and its
use in Indian raga music.

To know how to improvise raga
melodies using the right hand at the
keyboard using good technical
control.

To know how to use the fingers
correctly to play scalic figures using
good technical and expressive
control.

To know how to play Arabic scales are
constructed and how to perform
Arabic music with good technical and
expressive control.

Cartoon Music

e To recap our understanding of different
sounds in the orchestra from our
previous topic and how to use these in
composition.

e To know what ‘Mickey Mousing’ is.

e To recap our understanding of how the
bass clef is constructed from Units 1
and 2.

e To expand on this knowledge by
composing expressive music for
different cartoon characters on treble
clef and bass clef.

Reggae

To know about the origins of Reggae
music and its connection to Blues.

To know about the themes and political
messages of Bob Marley’s music.

To know about the importance of
syncopation and off-beats in Reggae
music, performing these with good
technical control, building on The
Blues from Year 8 and Samba from
Year 9.

To know how to perform a variety of
Reggae songs using the chords, bass
riffs and melodies with good technical
and expressive control.

To know how to perform Reggae in a
small ensemble.




The Treble Makers: Writing a Melody for a
Superhero!

To know how to identify a wide variety
of pitches on a treble clef stave.

To know how to perform a variety of
melodies containing different pitches
using good technical control of the
right hand.

To know how to combine an interesting
range of rhythms from Unit 2 with
different pitches learned at the
keyboard during Unit 3 to compose
effective leitmotifs for superhero and
villain characters.

To know how to construct a melody
by notating compositions on a treble
clef stave.

Musical Time Travellers

To know about three significant periods
of musical history: the baroque,
classical and romantic periods.

To know about the life and music of
some of the greatest composers
throughout history.

To know about the various moods and
expressive atmospheres classical
music can create.

To know how to apply the skills
developed in Keyboard Skills Part 2 to
perform more complex pieces of music
by classical composers with good
technical control.

To know about the social issues which
restricted women’s opportunities to be
composers throughout history.

Summer Songwriting

To recap how to sing with the correct
posture and breathing techniques from
Year 7 and 8.

To continue to develop how to sing
with expressive control using dynamics
and phrasing from Year 7 and 8.

To continue to develop increasing
confidence as part of a choir, singing in
harmonies expressively.

To know how to compose and develop
lyrics for a pop song or a rap and
combine it with a chord progression.
To know how to construct lyrics in
balanced verses and choruses with
increasing expressive control.
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