
The Belvedere Academy
Geography - KS4 Curriculum Overview

Year 10 Year 11
Sustaining Ecosystems

Key vocabulary: Biome, Ecosystem, Flora, Fauna,
Interdependence, Biotic, Abiotic

Key knowledge: Overview of the location, climate, flora and fauna
of the 7 major biomes

Tropical Rainforest:

● Climate, nutrient cycle, water cycle, soil profile,
interdependence of these elements

● Goods & services
● Human Activity
● Sustainable Management [Case Study]

Polar Biome:

● Differences between the Arctic & Antarctic
● Human Activity
● Sustainable Management at a global scale & local scale -

[Case Study]

Fieldwork

Key vocabulary: Trend, qualitative & quantitative data, primary
and secondary data

● 1 Human Geography study & 1 Physical Geography study:
○ Method
○ Data presentation
○ Data Analysis & Conclusions
○ Evaluation

● Unseen fieldwork scenarios for Human & Physical
Geography



Global Hazards

Key vocabulary: Global Circulation System, El Nino, la Nina,
constructive, destructive, conservative, collision, focus, epicentre,
mitigation

Key knowledge:

Climatic Hazards:

● Global Circulation System: Hadley, Ferrel, Polar cells
● Extreme weather in contrasting countries
● El Nino and La Nina
● Drought: causes & frequency
● Tropical Storms: formation & frequency. Causes,

consequences, responses [Case Study]
● Heatwave: causes, consequences and responses [Case

Study]

Tectonic Hazards:

● Structure of the earth
● 4 plate boundaries and hotspots
● Different types of volcanoes
● Different types of earthquakes
● Earthquake: causes, consequences and responses [Case

Study]
● Technology & mitigation

Resource Reliance

Key vocabulary: Fracking, Eutrophication, Food Security, Water
Security, Carrying Capacity, Consumption, GM Foods,
Mechanisation

Key knowledge:

Demand outstripping supply of:
● Food
● Energy
● Water

Modifications of the environment:
● Mechanisation & commercial fishing for food
● Deforestation & Mining for energy
● Reservoirs & Water Transfer Schemes for Water

Pattern of Food security
Factors influencing food security
Malthus & Boserup - food security theories
Strategies to ensure food security [Case Study]

● Local scale
● Past
● Present

The sustainability of:
● Ethical consumerism
● Organic Foods
● Intensive Farming
● GM Crops
● Hydroponics
● Small scale approaches e.g. urban gardens



Distinctive Landscapes

Key vocabulary: Geomorphic Processes, Geology, Erosion,
Weathering, Deposition, Longshore Drift, Hard Engineering, Soft
Engineering

Key knowledge:

Describing Landscapes: Geomorphic processes: weathering,
erosion, transportation, mass movement, deposition

River Basin: [Case Study]

● Waterfalls & gorges, meanders & ox-bow lakes, floodplains
& levees

● Human activity
● Hard and soft river management

Coastal Landscape: [Case Study]

● Headland, bay, cave, arch, stack, spit, beach
● Human activity
● Hard and soft coastal management

Urban Futures

Key vocabulary: Urbanisation, Suburbanisation,
Counter-Urbanisation, Re-urbanisation, Mega City, World City

Key knowledge:

● Urban growth, and the rate of growth
● Mega Cities
● World Cities
● Rapid Urbanisation (causes & Consequences)
● Causes & Consequences of: Suburbanisation,

Counter-Urbanisation, Re-urbanisation

AC & EDC/LIDC Case Studies:

● Location
● Importance
● Migration
● Ways of Life & Character of the Cities
● Challenges
● Solutions to the challenges

UK in 21st Century

Key vocabulary: Ageing Population, Economic Hub, Aid

Key knowledge:

Dynamic Development

Key vocabulary: AC, EDC, LIDC, development indicator (social &
economic), Non-Governmental Orgnaisation, Debt Relief, Aid

Key knowledge:



● Human & Physical Geography of the UK
● Population Trends and Ethnic Diversity, including the

contribution of ethnic groups to cultural diversity in the UK.
[Case Study]

● The UK’s Ageing Population: causes, consequences,
responses [Case Study]

● Recent Economic Change in the UK
● Economic Hubs: [Case Study]
● The UK’s Global Significance: in conflict / in media

● Global distribution of ACs, EDCs & LIDCs
● Development measures (economic & social)
● Causes of uneven development
● Reasons countries are unable to break out of poverty

LIDC Case Study

● Overview of development (including political,
socio-economic, environmental & technological influences)

● The Rostow Model
● Millenium Development Goals
● Trade & TNCs
● Debt Relief, Top Down Aid & Bottom Up Aid (Goat Aid)

Changing Climate

Key vocabulary: Greenhouse Effect, Enhanced Greenhouse
Effect, Sunspot, Milankovitch Cycle.

Key knowledge:

● Pattern of changing climate over the Quaternary period
● Past and Present evidence of this change
● Natural causes of climate change
● Human causes of climate change
● Global and National Impacts


