
Careers
Previous Music students finish their studies with a rich portfolio
of talents and skills, and go on to study, and have careers in:
Music performance, Composition, Music Therapy, Media, Music
Education, Arts Administrator, Marketing, PR, Sound Design,
Artistic Planning, Music Critic, and many more. 

Visit Music on the Belvedere website

BTEC Level 3 in Music Performance is equivalent
to one full A Level and is a course for post-16
learners who want to continue their music
education through practical music making. The
course is ideal for pupils who aim to progress to
higher education and may wish to pursue careers
in the music/creative sector.

Subject Requirements

It is a requirement that students achieve a grade 6 or above in GCSE Music. It is
also highly recommended that pupils have some experience with reading music
notation and symbols with fluency. Pupils should be confident performers who
are happy to work with their peers collaboratively. 

Subject Assessment Overview
Unit 1: Practical Music Theory and Harmony: Internally assessed. There are a
number of ways candidates can choose to be assessed, such as:

A report/video/tutorial/ presentation to demonstrate and explain the signs
and symbols used in various examples of notated music.
A practical or recorded demonstration of the creation of melodies, in
response to chosen or given harmonic starting points.
A practical or recorded demonstration of the harmonisation of melody with
chords, in response to chosen or given melodies.
A set of parts for an arrangement or composition that are appropriate for the
performers and context.

Unit 2: Professional Practice in the Music Industry: This unit is assessed under
supervised conditions.
Learners must be given the task and allowed three hours to carry out research
under monitored conditions. Learners then must be given five hours to complete
the task under supervised conditions.  During the supervised assessment period,
learners will be asked to create a project plan, budget, rationale and presentation
in response to music industry scenarios which musicians might reasonably find
themselves bidding for. These scenarios will vary each series and be taken from
the range of freelance opportunities available within the music industry, for
example, performance events, community projects and creative enterprises.
Pearson sets and marks the task.

Unit 3: Ensemble Performance 
This unit will be assessed through a task completed under supervised conditions.
The supervised assessment period two hours for a written activity plus the time
stipulated for performance evidence (which totals approximately half an hour to
three-quarters of an hour). Centres are free to arrange the supervised assessment
period how they wish, provided that they take place during a period timetabled by
Pearson. For assessment, learners will be given list of songs from which they will
choose three for a performance. In ensembles that consist of a minimum of three
and a maximum of eight members, learners will respond to the choice of
repertoire and develop the performance for an audience. Each learner will submit
a clearly labelled digital folder completed at four milestone stages during the
process, responding to prompts provided by Pearson. This will include a video
recording of the final group performance, between 6 and 15 minutes in duration.
There will be a fourth, optional unit which pupils will select themselves.
Assessment information for each of these different options can be found in the
specification.

Student Viewpoint
Taking Music in Sixth Form has a rewarding, challenging, and
enriching experience which has stretched my musicianship to a
whole new level. While GCSE Music gave me a good foundation
of music theory, analysis, performance, and compositional skills,
I knew that I wanted to stretch my knowledge to a higher level. I
knew I wanted to play more advanced pieces, compose more
complex styles, and study music by composers I have always
loved, as well as areas such as musical theatre and film music,
which I am also very passionate about! I loved diving into some
of my favourite musicals and films from my childhood and
developing an even better understanding of how they work. It
has added even more perspective and admiration for these
masterpieces!

The course has a huge focus on developing music
performance skills, both as a soloist and as part of
an ensemble. It also develops practical and
relatable understanding of music theory and the
music industry.

There are no exams on BTEC Level 3. Pupils will
study 3 mandatory units:

Practical Music Theory and Harmony
Professional Practice in the Music Industry
Ensemble Performance

Pupils will then choose one optional unit, which
can be tailored to suit their strengths. These are:

Composing Music
Music Performance Session Styles
Solo Performance
Improvising Music

Studying Music at Level 3 has taught me many life skills, such as
how to think critically and analytically, how to structure my time
management to ensure I can practise for sufficient time each
day, but also work better with others as a performing musician.
It has also taught me so much practical knowledge about the
industry and given me a firm understanding of professional
expectations and conduct. Most importantly, it has brought me
even more into the community of music. I love singing in
chamber choir, playing in orchestra, and developing my
communication skills, ensemble skills, and making great music
with my friends!

Music BTEC

Throughout Year 12, you will work on your optional unit (either
solo performance, improvising, composition or session
musicianship) and on Unit 2 Professional Practice in the Music
Industry. You will complete your internal and external
assessments for these units. In Year 12, you will also begin
studying Unit 1: Practical Music Theory and Harmony. 

In Year 13, you will begin working on the four areas of
assessment for Unit 1, as well as Unit 3: Ensemble Music. You
will complete all the internal assessment for Unit 1 and the
external assessment for Unit 3.

All BTEC Nationals provide transferable knowledge and skills
that prepare learners for progression to university, such as:  
The ability to learn independently , the ability to research
actively and methodically, the ability to give presentations
and be active group members. Many Music A Level pupils have
gone on to study Medicine, Law, English, and Maths too.

Click to view the exam board specification

https://www.belvedereacademy.net/SFE-Music/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Music/2017/Specification/spec-btec-cert-music.pdf

