
 

The Belvedere Academy  
Geography - KS3 Curriculum Overview  

 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9  

What is a Geographer? 

Key vocabulary: Physical, Human and 
Environmental Geography, OS Map, GIS, 
Relief, Scale, Continent, Latitude, 
Longitude, Hemisphere. 
 
Key knowledge: 

●​ Examples of Physical, Human and 
Environmental Geography 

●​ Continent and Oceans 
●​ The use of lines latitude and 

longitude to locate hemispheres 
●​ Maps: OS Maps (grid references, 

relief and scale) and GIS 
 
 

How does the physical world vary? 
 
Key vocabulary: flora, fauna, ecosystem, 
biome, adaptation, climate, colonialism, 
crude oil. 
 
 
Key knowledge: 

●​ Location, climate, flora, fauna & 
adaptations in the hot desert 

●​ Middle East: Physical and Human 
Geography 

●​ Arabian Desert: Physical and Human 
Geography 
 

Sustainable Cities & the Future of our 
Planet 

Key vocabulary: urbanisation, pull factor, 
push factor, mega city, food water and fuel 
security, desalination, hydroponics, 
fracking. 
 
Key knowledge: 

●​ Urbanisation 
●​ Rural-urban Migration 
●​ Rapid Urbanisation & Mega cities 
●​ Sustainable management of rapid 

urbanisation: water, food, energy 
●​ Fieldwork in our City (how to conduct 

a fieldwork investigation) 



 

Why are rivers and the coastline 
important?  
 
Key vocabulary: source, mouth, upper 
course, middle course, lower course, 
erosion, deposition, weathering, 
settlement, hard and soft engineering. 
 
Key knowledge: 

●​ The water cycle 
●​ Flows of water: input, output, stores 

and flows 
●​ River and coastal processes 

including erosion, transportation, 
deposition and weathering 

●​ Rocks and erosion: Sedimentary, 
metamorphic and igneous rocks 

●​ Characteristics of the upper, middle 
and lower course 

●​ River landforms: waterfalls 
●​ Coastal landforms: beaches  
●​ Rivers, coasts & settlement 
●​ Hazardous seas: erosion, flooding 

and its management 

How does climate change impact our 
planet? 
 
Key vocabulary: global warming, 
greenhouse effect, enhanced greenhouse 
effect, fossil fuels, renewable energy, 
mitigation. 
 
Key knowledge: 

●​ The greenhouse effect and enhanced 
greenhouse effect 

●​ Human and natural causes of climate 
change 

●​ Geological time and climate change  
●​ Climate Change & the Middle East 
●​ Rural & Urban Carbon Sequestration 

(how to conduct a fieldwork 
investigation) 

●​ Mitigation of Climate Change  

Global Hazards: Tectonics & Climate 

Key vocabulary: tectonic plates, mantle, 
magma, inner core, outer core, earthquake, 
epicentre, focus, volcano, tsunami.  

Key vocabulary: Climate, air pressure, 
global circulation model, tropical storm, 
drought, heatwave. 

 
Key knowledge:  

●​ Structure of the earth 
●​ Pangaea, continental drift, 

convection currents  
●​ Oceanic and continental crust  
●​ Constructive boundaries & shield 

volcanoes 
●​ Destructive boundaries, composite 

volcanoes & tsunamis 
●​ Conservative boundaries & 

earthquakes: Haiti  
●​ 3Ps 

 
Key knowledge:  

●​ Pressure & elements of the global 
circulation model 

●​ Climate zones: polar, hot desert, 
temperate, tropical rainforest  



 

●​ Tropical storms (including the coriolis 
effect) & droughts: causes, impacts & 
responses  and and their impacts  
 

 
Is the Geography of Russia helpful? 
 
Key vocabulary: plain, continental climate, 
tundra biome, taiga biome, population 
density, densely populated, sparsely 
populated, sovereignty, refugees 
 
 
Key knowledge: 

●​ Russia physical landscape, climate 
and biomes 

●​ Ice in Russia: glacial processes, ice 
ages and glacials 

●​ Ice in Russia: evidence of ice on 
maps 

●​ Population density across Russia 
●​ Russia’s natural resources and 

economy 
●​ Conflict: Russia-Ukraine War 
●​ Russia: a global superpower? 
●​ Russia: Tourism 
●​ Russia: Chenobyl 

 

Diverse & Dynamic Asia 
Key vocabulary: communicable and 
non-communicable disease, ageing and 
youthful populations, AC, EDC, LIDC, the 
development gap, sustainable 
development 
 
Key knowledge: 

●​ Physical features across Asia 
●​ Communicable disease and youthful 

populations 
●​ Non-communicable disease and 

ageing populations  
●​ Colonialism in Asia 
●​ ACs in Asia: Japan 
●​ LIDCs in Asia: Afghanistan 
●​ EDCs in Asia: China & India 
●​ Asia’s Global Economic Region 
●​ Sustainable Development Goals 

(Global Goals) 

Why do people migrate in Africa? 
 
Key vocabulary: colonialisation, economic 
migration, asylum seeker, refugee, human 
rights 
 
Key knowledge:  

●​ Physical features across Africa 
●​ Africa: Climate & Biomes 
●​ Colonisation & the Scramble for 

Africa 
●​ A single story view of Africa? 
●​ Cities & Population Patterns across 

Africa 
●​ Migration: economic and forced  
●​ The impact of migration upon human 

rights 
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